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A Little Visitor

Here begins my first Hello Hiroshima article! Hello everyone!
I have always dreamed of getting the chance to live in
Japansince 1 was little, and here I am! I actually had never
come to Hiroshima Prefecture before moving here a month
ago, so I was unsure what to expect before I arrived. However
it has truly been amazing so far, and I am so grateful that I was
lucky enough to get placed here! I live right by the Peace Park,
and walk through it every day as I commute to and from work.
My favorite is sitting on the benches under the trees overlook-
ing the river, and crossing the bridge while looking up at the
sunset sky. We often brag in my home state California that we
have the best sunsets, but I think Hiroshima has outdone us on
this one. However, despite the Peace Park being such a
peaceful and beautiful place, the presence of the A Bomb dome
is a constant sobering reminder of the area’s darker past. I
appreciate having to walk past it on my way home every day,
as it is an important reminder for all, and something everyone
should see at least once in their lifetime.

Despite walking past the A Bomb dome every day, one time in
particular stands out in my mind. Last week, I was heading
home from work at around sunset, and stopped to read the
plaque in front of the dome as I walked past. However as [ was
doing so, I suddenly felt a small pressure on my fingers. I

looked up, and a small green leathopper had jumped onto my
hand. It stayed for a while, just relaxing there and cleaning its
face with its little antenna. I know this might seem insignificant,
but for me in that moment, I was very moved, and waited to go
until he finally flew away. It was just beautiful to see nature
thriving so innocently right next to the A Bomb dome, a remind-
er of how once no life was able to thrive in this place, most
definitely not a little leathopper. The resiliency of nature is
incredible, and especially in such a tumultuous time in terms of
our planet and nature’s health, while I know this little leathopper
is infinitesimal in the grand scheme of things, it was very
heartening to see.

Often the moments that
are experienced by the
most people or garner the
most attention, get lauded
as having the most
significance. = However,
sometimes the memories
that have the most impact
are the quiet individual
experiences no one else
notices, of simply a little
visitor flying by on a

summer evening.
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HIC article: shameera Kithmini&x A (Sri Lanka)

I am Shameera Kithmini and currently reading
for Masters in Peace and Co-existence in
Hiroshima University. I have stayed in Hiroshi-
ma International Plaza for one year as a member
of the Global Relations Program (GRP). This
Program helped me to adjust to the life in
Hiroshima very easily. I was welcomed to this
very comfortable place by the HIP and HIC staff
warmly. I could not only meet and could be
friend with foreign students who studies in
Hiroshima University but also foreigners who
arrived Japan for short courses which were
conducted at HIP. GRP Meetings which held
monthly allow us to distress ourselves while
having a chat and tasting snacks with other GRP
members.

Here, I should particularly mention about the

stay at HIP. T often use the library at HIP to
advance my Japanese language and I always
recommend it to my foreign friends. I could
enjoy sport activities such as badminton,
basketball with my friends at the gymnasium
and have an evening jogging at park in front of
HIP. Cultural events such as Amazing world
cultural festival, Japanese traditional instru-
ment playing, mini music concerts, tea ceremo-
ny, Okonomiyaki cooking and other events
such as bus tours deepened my affection
towards Japan and Japanese people. Also, I was
fortuned enough to share my country cuisine
with Japanese locals which I enjoyed very
much. HIP is the best place while studying and
enjoying the life in Hiroshima.
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