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I have now been living in Japan, more specifically Hiroshima

City, for approximately 4 months now! I would say I’ve for the
most part adjusted, and I’m really enjoying my new life here.
When I first moved here the city felt big and confusing because I
wasn’t used to it, but now as I’ve gotten increasingly
accustomed, it truly feels like home. Hiroshima City is actually
rather small and home-y, which makes it easier to settle into and
I really enjoy that. It’s small enough where frequently enough
you can coincidentally run into people you know, almost like my
college campus!

For example, the other day it suddenly started raining as I headed
home from work. As I’'m rather forgetful I had left my umbrella
at the office, so started running back to my house to get as little

wet as possible. However, while I waited at a crosswalk, starting

to get really soaked, to my surprise a hairdresser who’d cut my
hair the previous month came running up to me out of his shop to
give me an umbrella to take home with me, telling me to be careful
not to catch a cold (I did the next day haha but I’m sure it was less
severe because of his kind gesture).

Another time, as | walked past one of my favorite neighborhood
restaurants, the owner looked out the window at me and smiled
and waved. Now it’s become a tradition, and we’ve done so every
time I’ve walked past ever since. When my mom visited me in
Hiroshima City and had to find things to keep her occupied while
I was at work, she would often go there too. She went there so
much in fact, that she took a photo with the owner and sent it to me
before she flew back home (San Francisco, USA). I thought this
was really sweet, so the next time I went, I took a photo with the
owner too and sent it to my mom to surprise her!

It’s these little gestures of kindness that have been the biggest part
of my growing love for Hiroshima City and its people, and are
what have made it somewhere I can truly call home. I look
forward to further getting to know it, and hopefully giving back to

the community some of the kindness that it’s given me!
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HIC article: saal Francisco Gonzalez Gonzalezx A (Mexico)

Hello, my name is Sadl Francisco Gonzélez
Gonzilez, I am from Mexico and now I'm
studying a master's degree in Mechanical
Engineering at Hiroshima University. My
life as a GRP at Hiroshima International
Plaza has been very welcoming and amazing,
this year that I've lived here I've learned a lot,
like the traditions and ways of thinking of
my friends from different countries, we have
done several things together since cooking
together to partying together, or even when I
just want to talk they have supported me. As
a GRP I've participated in several events as a
volunteer, I've had the fortune to share part
of my culture with local and international

people, 've made an "Altar de Muertos" on
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Nov. 2 for the day of the dead in Mexico, I
made a “Pifiata” for children and it was very
fun to see how they broke it so happily, I've
given presentation in elementary schools
about my country (in Japanese) it was very
fun to see how children were amazed to see
the differences between our countries, we
even played "A la vibora de la mar" a
traditional game of Mexico. My life at the
university is very busy but participating in
these events helps me a little to free my
mind and enjoy. Japan is a country that has
welcomed me with open arms, and I am
very grateful for all the opportunities they

have given me.
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