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Immigration on the menu
Daniel Mackey

Excepting the indigenous peoples, my home country of Canada
was founded by immigrants who at first emigrated mainly from
France and then England, but were followed later on by
immigrants from all over Europe and many other parts of the
world. T think that this factor, as well as the fact that Canada is
still a relatively new country with a history of only 151 years
since its founding in 1867, helps to explain why the country has
until now been so open towards and welcoming of new
immigrants.

Another major factor is, of course, the more recent issue of a
low birthrate and aging population, a serious societal problem
that is shared among many developed nations, particularly
evident in Japan, and for which there is perhaps no simple
solution yet outside of increasing the number of immigrants to
fill important labor shortages and keep the economy vibrant.

Now, almost 22% of the total Canadian population is composed

of foreign-born immigrants, the majority of whom come from

Asia, particularly India and China.

In Japan, the issue of immigration has once again come to the
forefront recently as the government has passed a plan to amend
the Immigration Control Act that will make it easier, in particu-
lar, for unskilled laborers to live and work in Japan.

Compared to Canada, Japan is a nearly homogenous country
with a very distinct culture and language that has long resisted
any kind of full-blown immigration system, so I can understand
why many might be hesitant at the prospect of major changes to
the immigration act.

That being said, Japan’s low birthrate and aging population have
already reached an advanced stage that, in consequence, require
immediate counter-measures to solve the problem of growing
chronic labor shortages already being felt in areas like agricul-
ture, construction, shipbuilding, healthcare and manufacturing.
Hopefully, Japan will be able to find a suitable balance between
immigration, downsizing, increasing worker productivity and
the use of Al to prevent major economic shrinkage while at the

same time preserving its unique culture and customs.

UPCOming

. Paana Nann
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HIC article: Ramin Rayee (Afghanistan)

I am Ramin Rayee a master student at
Hiroshima University. I am living in Hiroshi-
ma International Plaza (HIP) as Global
Relationship Program (GRP) member since
April 2017. This program facilitates interna-
tional students to live in the HIP. GRP
provides the best cultural opportunities for its
members who are mostly international
students and studying at Hiroshima Universi-
ty. We as GRP members have the chance to
join the cultural events, present and introduce
our cultural aspects for the Japanese and other
participants. In the beginnings of my life in
Hiroshima, I was feeling stressed and burden
and there were many things around me used to
stress me, but since joining the GRP program,
I could overcome all these obstacles. When it
comes to the staff of HIC, they are very
friendly and nice. They always keep in touch
and motivate us to enjoy and have a fun life in

Hiroshima. GRP holds a monthly meeting
to inform us of the upcoming events and let
us share our difficulties which we might have
in our living place. Furthermore, we have a
potluck party at the end of each meeting and
can try varieties of foods from different
countries.

The accommodation in the HIP is superb.
As GRP member you will enjoy from life
and feel very convenient. The rooms are big
enough with super facilities. There is a study
room equipped with desktops, printer, and
WIFI, which is really an ideal environment
for the study. The music room which you can
play the instruments to escape from your
daily tiredness and there is a recreational area
with a fantastic gym too. Finally, I would like
to recommend international students to join
this fantastic program and enjoy from their
life in Hiroshima.
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