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Hello Reiwa,
' Goodbye Hiroshima

Daniel Mackey

As you know, Japan ushered in the new “Reiwa” era from the start
of May this year. I'm glad that I was able to be present on such a
historic occasion seeing as I will be leaving Japan for good at the
end of July. So, in a sense, it is a well-timed way to mark my own
departure after having spent three eventful years living and
working in Hiroshima. Though I will be stepping down and going
home at the end of July, my successor will take on the mantle and
is sure to bring many fresh new ideas to the table.

I’ve heard that some people question the importance of maintain-
ing an era name along with the western calendar system, but I think
that the era name is particularly good at evoking certain feelings,
memories, and ideas or events of significance that are tied to that
specific era. If Japan were to get rid of the era name system, an

intrinsic piece of its culture would be lost forever.

Upon reflection, all of my time spent in Japan till now was during
the Heisei period so I have no frame of comparison, but I will

always treasure my fondest memories from this era that include my
first stay in Japan as an overseas student studying at Fukuoka
University of Education and my first job in Japan working for the
prefectural government of Kagoshima. It was these kinds of
formative experiences that motivated me to return to Japan many

years later and come work in Hiroshima.

Here, I learned more than ever about the importance of peace and
the tireless efforts being undertaken by Hiroshima to hasten the
momentum toward abolishing nuclear weapons. I hope that Hiroshi-
ma’s harrowing experience of the a-bomb and its swift recovery will
continue to serve as a symbol of hope to other countries around the
world in the days ahead. At a time when relations between the major
powers are tense and uncertainty clouds the future, I believe that the
message of peace promulgated by Hiroshima is more important than

€ver.

To conclude my final post, I would like to extend my best wishes to
the people of Hiroshima, express my gratitude to everyone who
supported me during my stay here, and offer a prayer for the contin-

ued safety, stability and prosperity of Japan.

Till we meet again!
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My name is Pita and I'm registered under the
Graduate School of Engineering in Hiroshi-
ma University. I'm thankful to have this
chance to talk about my life so far as interna-
in Hiroshima
International Plaza (HIP) as a member of the
Global Relationship Program (GRP). Here, 1

met other foreign students from various

tional student who lives

countries and be able to build connections. We
often played sports together or just strolling in
the city. I realized that getting to know other
international students helped lessening the
culture shock that I had upon arriving in Japan
for the first time.

Beside of doing my research and taking
classes, I often participated in the social
project that had been conducted by Hiroshima
International Center and JICA, such as the
Amazing World Cultural Festival and Tondo

Japanese traditional music mini concert and
Taiko drum show that I enjoyed a lot. I also
learned how to do origami and ikebana. In
that project, I was able to interacted with
many people and practiced my Japanese skill
too. All of the experiences that I got made

me feel so grateful to be here.

Not only the program in HIP that is great,

the facility is too. There is an audio room
where people get to play piano and guitar
and a recreation room where people can play
billiard and dart. Last but not least, there is a
library where people can enjoy books and
various magazines. Also there is restaurant
here where they serve international food and
free shuttle bus as accommodation which is
pretty convenience. Therefore I would like to
recommend International students to experi-

ence living here to easily adapt in Japan.
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