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Hello Hiroshima

Vo0l.102 October 2018

throughout its history, the resilience of locals has no doubt

A Return to Normalcy helped to somewhat mitigate the damage done by the disaster
. and set Hiroshima back on the path to recovery. But there is still
Daniel Mackey P Y

likely a long road ahead for those who were hardest hit, not to
mention the families of victims who will never see their loved

. . . . . . . ones again. I pray that recovery is swift and that all those
This year, Hiroshima experienced one of it’s worst disasters in g pray Y

. . . affected may soon return to their normal everyday lives.
recent memory. Torrential rains that hit western Japan at the ¥ yaay

start of July caused extensive flooding and landslides through-

out the prefecture as well as in neighboring regions. As a result, On a happier note, Hiroshima recently welcomed 53 new JET

. . participants at the beginning of August, of which 52 are ALTs
many residents who were either unaware or unable to evacuate

. L . from various countries and one is a CIR like me but from
from at-risk areas lost their lives, and many more still suffered

. . . Mexico! Did you know that Hiroshima Prefecture has a friend-
from serious property damage and, in the following days, a lack

. . . . ship agreement with the State of Guanajuato in Mexico? In
of basic services such as water and public transportation.

. articular, Mazda and other important local automotive
To make matters worse, the damage caused by the torrential p P

. . industry-related businesses are quite active in Guanajuato. And it
rains was compounded by the subsequent record-breaking heat Y 4 J

. . . . should also be mentioned that Hiroshima was chosen to host the
wave, itself declared a national disaster, that struck Japan in the

aftermath of the heavy rain and is still ongoing. To all the pre-Olympic training camps for the Mexican Olympic team so do

victims and their families, I would like to express my heartfelt not be surprised if you hear more Spanish being spoken on the

streets of Hiroshima.
thoughts and condolences.

For me, these events have certainly helped to dispel the myth While the timing of the new JET arrivals may be unfortunate,

- . . . . . especially for those residing in areas that suffered the heaviest
within my mind that Hiroshima is relatively a safe haven P Y g " v

. damage, I hope they can all make a relatively smooth transition
compared to other disaster-prone prefectures. Not that I needed g P Y vely

. s . to their new living environments and workplaces in Hiroshima.
a reminder that nature doesn’t play favorites, but you can never

really predict with certainty the timing and scope of these kinds To them, Twish the best of luck and success in what will hopeful-

. ly be a disaster-free year ahead.
of natural calamities. ¥ be a disaster-iree yea

Like other hardships experienced by the people of Hiroshima
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