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Aya
(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

I realized that I have been writing articles for this newsletter
for about a year and a half now, so I figured that it was about
time to properly introduce where I’m from. For those of you
who do not know, I was born in Tokyo, but raised in San
Francisco (SF), home to the famous Golden Gate Bridge, in
Northern California!

I think one common misconceptions about California, is that
the state is just one huge stretched out LA. But LA is just one
small part of it, and California is almost the same size as
Japan, if that gives you an idea of how large it is.

Northern California is very different, in terms of its culture,
climate, terrain etc. It is not always hot and does not have
Malibu-like aquamarine warm water; if you jump into the
ocean by SF, you will soon regret it (it’s very cold!!). San
Francisco is right on the bay and the Pacific Ocean, so it gets
nice and breezy, and is super temperate. But some people
complain because it means there are barely any seasons.
Snow? Autumn leaves? Blazing hot summer days? I don’t
know her!

I feel like another stereotype about my home state, is that
Californians are all blond tan surfer dudes with a puka shall
necklace, who say “duuuuude” on a daily basis.

While I can attest that there are indeed many of those people
(to all the Brads and Chads, I’'m looking at you), it is actually
a hugely diverse state, with the highest percentage of state
residents being Latino at 39%, then 37% Caucasian, 15%
Asian American, 6% African American, etc. Walking through
San Francisco you can see yourself walk through different
old immigrant enclaves and neighborhoods; the languages

spoken around you, what characters are written on storefronts,
the food being sold around you, etc.

So ironically when people ask me what I want to eat first when
I get back, rather than a hamburger or pizza, what I always
reply is tacos from my favorite neighborhood taco truck, or
pad see ew from my favorite Thai restaurant in Berkeley.

So personally, the most Bay Area thing for me would be
walking in a crowd where everyone looks different, are speak-
ing in different languages, but all somehow fitting in.

Of course, I do not mean to paint some utopian multicultural
paradise that is entirely integrated and has no racial tension or
inequality; that would be totally misleading and dishonest. The
Bay Area, for how liberal it may appear, is not immune from
the racial tensions and inequality that plagues the rest of the
country.

And my experience as a Californian is one as a Japanese
American living in the SF Bay Area, so I’m sure my experi-
ence would sound foreign to many other Californians. But
that’s also part of the point! We are all so different.

This segment is short so I only touched on my home city, but
once international travel opens back up again, go take a look
for yourself! And if you see me on the street, shout and give
me a wave.
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I am Jeffrey from the Philippines. I am a Teacher Trainee
on Technology Education at Hiroshima University. At
the present, I stay at Hiroshima International Plaza (HIP)
as a member of the Global Relations Program (GRP).
‘When 1 first heard about the GRP from people, I know
who lived in HIP, it excited me. I usually enjoy participat-
ing in cultural exchange activities, meeting locals and
people from all over the world. While I often sign up to
activities hosted by Hiroshima International Center and
International Exchange Events at Hiroshima University, it
felt like I want to do more. So, when the opportunity to
become a member of GRP became available, I took it.
But things did not go as expected. With the emergence of
the global pandemic, most activities were canceled. While
it was unfortunate that I did not get what I originally
wanted, HIP became the haven to stay while still being
connected. With its superb facilities and endearing staff,
HIP offered the best place for self-improvement while in
isolation.

As the months pass by, I explored various facilities to keep
me engaged. The music and entertainment room allowed
me to learn to play new musical instruments. In the same
room, I watched Japanese movies to keep my ear to the
Japanese language. The study room is an excellent place to
study with its quiet ambiance and fast internet connection.
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The library is my gateway into learning more about
Japanese culture. It always has updated displays of
Japanese traditional events, free travel books and
brochures of exciting places in Japan, new books on
Japanese culture, and a comprehensive collection of
Manga and Japanese films. The gymnasium allowed me
to take care of my physical wellbeing by practicing
basketball and lifting weights at very convenient times.
The cooking room, with its wide-ranging equipment,
allowed me to harness my cooking skills and try
preparing new cuisines. When the restaurant Racolto
was still open, it enabled me to try cuisines from all over
the world at a very inexpensive price. With all of my
classes held online, individual rooms provided very
conducive learning conditions.

Monthly updates from Okamoto-san and Takei-san
kept us up-to-date on things happening in the prefecture
and in Japan. HIP staffis very helpful and understanding
in every concern that we have. The free masks ease the
burden of protecting ourselves and others. Indeed, being
in HIP is like experiencing Japanese hospitality at its
finest. I hope that someday, in one way or another, I can
give back. I always believe people are always where they
are supposed to be. And in this time when people need
to self-isolate, I am in the right place.
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