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Aya
(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

Summer is rapidly approaching, in fact will have already
arrived by the time you are reading this! Hopefully you are
reading this in a well air-conditioned place with watermelon
and cold tea close at hand.

Coming from the very temperate San Francisco Bay Area,
which is well known for having one long season all year, the
dramatic seasonal changes of Japan were initially quite the
shock! Then again, since the bay area’s range of temperature
change is about 20 degrees, anywhere I moved would proba-
bly have been quite dramatic haha.

But now that I have adjusted to living in a place with the four
seasons, I have grown to love it! Particularly because Japan
particularly embraces and celebrates its seasonal changes.
While in America we have seasonal holidays and do look
forward to different times of year, I think that Japan empha-
sizes them to a wholly different extent.

I love how Japan makes an entire activity out of going to see
the different seasonal flowers, and how you can tell what
time of year it is solely based on what flowers are now in
season, from hydrangea to irises, wisteria to sakura. This is
why whenever I have to explain hanami to my friends back
home, I struggle! “You go and drink under the sakura with
friends! No, you don’t pick any or do anything else, you just
go to look at the flowers. Yeah I don’t know how to explain it
but it’s really fun, I swear.” I’'m not sure what seems so
quintessentially Japanese to me about planning a whole

vacation around going to see a seasonal flower in full bloom,
but it really does!

This is coming from someone who has totally bought into it.
My monthly planner since I’ve come to Japan, next to work
events and friends birthdays, has what flower will be blooming
and where written in (That’s probably me being excessive
though and not most people haha).

And in America, while I’ve spent time on the East Coast so
have gotten to appreciate fireflies during the summertime, I
was very surprised after moving to Hiroshima, when someone
invited me to drive an hour and a half specifically to see
fireflies. I was even more surprised when crowds of people
were there! I thought the act of so many people being gathered
in such a hard to access place, specifically to watch these bugs
(granted, they are very beautiful bugs) was really endearing,
and not something I had ever heard about in the states. It made
it all the more whimsical and magical of an event, and I will
definitely be there again (COVID willing) this year.

I hope that despite the
grueling fight against
COVID-19 here, with
state of emergencies
coming and going for
the last year, that all of
you will be able to get
outside and see some
fireflies or irises and
enjoy this beautiful (if
almost fatally hot and
humid)
Japan, with as few

season  in

cockroach sightings as

possible!
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Living in HIC (Hiroshima international plaza) is
one of the best decisions I made during my study
in Japan. It has not only provided me with great
convenience and help, but also allow me to make
many good friends. What’s more, a lot of financial
supports have been given during the pandemic,
which helps me get through this very tough time.
From HIC, you can enjoy the spectacular but also
unique mountain view in different seasons. My
favorite is the spring. Every spring, when the
cherry blossom is in full bloom, I would walk under
the cherry trees outside the building to feel the
breath of the spring. Since two years ago, even
before I moved in, I had often came to the library
here to read. The library here has a lot of books and
useful tourism information. It is a very peaceful
place to stay if you want to spend some quality
time by yourself. Every GRP member can use the
study room in HIC in anytime, which provides a
very good place to self-study, too.
Most of the people who live in here are foreigners.
HIC has provided this platform to help us interna-
tional students to better suit in the local life. I used
to live in Taguchi, where there are nothing but rice

field and I was very lonely after school every day.
But since I had lived in here, before the
COVID-19 pandemic, we often got together and
had fun. I have also meet one of my best friends
here and we still keep in touch after her gradua-
tion.

In 2020, because of the epidemic, I had to stay in
China for nine months and couldn't come to
Japan. At this time, HIC offer the help to reduce
the cost of accommodation for me, which helped
me a lot financially.

The transportation of HIC is also very conve-
nient. There are several free buses to the station
and Hiroshima University every day. Since the
Monet project was launched last year, it has
become more flexible and convenient to go from
HIC to the Hiroshima University.

Finally, I would like to thank the employees of
HIC who has offered a lot of help to my life.
They are being very friendly, always greeting with
a smile on the face.

I'm going to graduate soon. I hope everything
here go fine and wish my friends all the best.
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