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Hello, my name is Kyoung Jo Kim
from South Korea. I'm currently
studying mechanical engineer-
ing at Hiroshima University. | am
so looking forward to meet a
lot of new people from various

backgrounds.
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My name is Li Yutong and | _am
currently studying at Hiroshima
University. | would like to commu-
nicate with others active
introduce Hiroshima and the |
studying abroad in Japan to

ly and
ife of

everyone.
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My name is Juan Diego, you can
call me JD, | was born in Pery ang
my .major is economics. | love
helpmg people. | will participate
actively in activities relateq to

Hi .
lrc?shlma, and create innovation
projects.
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| am from Indo
study at the Graduate Schoo

nesia and now |
L of

and Health Sciences. |
want to encourage the young

Biomedical

lly from Indone-

generation, especia
how

sia to keep dreaming and to s. :
that there are lots of opportunities
to study abroad (in Japan).
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third year as an interna-

This is my Hiroshima.

in
tional student here
ternational student who

did not find this city interestiAng at
first, | want to share the‘thmgs |
have experienced here, Hiroshima
that | really appreciate. to others.
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I m a PhD student studying food
microbiology. | want to experience
and share the Japanese culture
especially here in Hiroshima, | also

wanted to spread the message of
Peace to everyone,
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Iam from Indonesia. | am now a third-year
student of Hiroshima University in the
faculty of Integrated  Glopal Studies
(IGS), and my study currently focuses on
Japanese culture and tourism, As an
ambassador, | hope to share m
experience of living in Hiroshima withy
more people around the world.
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I'm current

o ly studying at |Gs
. 4a New program offereq by
Hiroshima University. | want to be
able to show the different sides
of studying abroag
other than big cities like
Osaka.
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Hello Hiroshimal!
Aya herel

Aya
(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

Hello everyone, Aya here! By the time you’re reading this
it is probably already fall. I am envious of you, as the air
is still thick with humidity as I sit here writing this article.
I hope you have all been doing well!

While I usually write on lighter themes, this time I
thought I would get a bit more personal. As some of you
already know, my grandfather passed away in America
this August.

He died peacefully from old age while surrounded by
family, which I am endlessly grateful for. However, his
deterioration was sped up by the pandemic, last year’s
isolation taking its toll, and I was unable to see him for
the last two years of his life. To be honest, it was really
tough being unable to give him a hug or tell him I love
him in person for the last time.

Unfortunately, I think many people, particularly expats,
can relate to this experience; being unable to see family or
friends during this unpredictable and heavy time, when the
comfort of loved ones is particularly craved. For some of
you, missing the last moments of a loved one’s life, or
being unable to support your family or friends in person
through their own grief.

These last couple of years have been steeped in uncertain-
ty, separation, and stress for many. However, it has also
been a time to bond many of us together through shared
hardship, and to treasure the things, places and people that
we once took for granted. In my case it has also been an
opportunity to recognize my own privilege, as someone
financially capable of vising my family when the pandemic
is over, unlike so many others.

If you are missing someone or have lost a loved one during
this difficult time, I am so sorry. [ hope you will be able to hug
all the people and visit all the places and eat all the foods and
smell all the smells that mean home to you, very soon.

Until then, sending you all my best wishes, and see you
next time.
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HIC article: Nadeem Hazzax A (Yemen)

Hello, everyone! My name is Nadeem Hazza and I am a
fresh graduate of the Faculty of Integrated Sciences for
Life. I have had the pleasure of staying at Hiroshima
International Plaza for about two years and I would like
to share with you my most memorable experience at HIP
and in Japan.

I came to Japan for my Master’s degree right after
completing my Bachelor’s degree in Biotechnology in
Egypt, just a few months before the pandemic started. I
had been offered a fully-funded scholarship by JICA back
home but I declined the offer and chose Hiroshima
University. Ever since high school, I had wished for a
chance to learn Japanese culture and language and to
pursue a PhD degree in Japan. I had hoped to visit various
famous landmarks such as the famous Shitennoji Castle
in Osaka and the Kinkakuji (4:P#]=§) Palace in Kyoto. I
am glad I made the right decision to study at Hiroshima
University!

In the first few months in Japan, like other international
students, I struggled in adjusting myself to the living
conditions in Japan -- to say that I was culturally shocked
would be an understatement. At first, I lived in an
apartment off-campus and the distance between home
and school, coupled with the new living conditions in
Japan that I needed to learn and get used to, were too
much to juggle around. The high-quality education at
Hiroshima University was another concern as it also
demanded a lot of time and effort. Without hesitation, I
accepted HIP’s offer for a room as I knew that staying at
HIP would ease a lot of my worries and would allow me
to come back home every day to a welcoming and safe
environment where I would truly feel like at home. Due
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to my mixed cultural background consisting of Vietnam-
ese and Yemeni heritage, I thoroughly enjoyed the
experience of meeting people from all corners of the
world within the GRP group and exchanging cultural
interests.

During the times of lockdown and isolation, it is
unfortunate that most extracurricular activities and
international events at HIP are suspended. Yet, the HIP
staff are so friendly and helpful that student tenants can
live as an international community and can feel reassured.
Most important is the fact that the plaza is equipped
with all essential facilities from open entertainment
areas, the gym and the library, to washing machines and
cooking rooms. Everything is available at HIP means
there is no need for trips outside HIP after school.

To international students considering studying at
Hiroshima University, you will not regret your decision!
Like me, you will benefit the most from its high-quality
education and at the same time enjoy college life in a
professional environment with great professors and
friendly classmates. To those considering staying at
Hiroshima International Plaza, you will feel like at
home! Like me, you will not need to leave HIP for
dinner, doing your laundry, or printing your papers.
When you come home from class, you will always be
greeted with a smile and a pleasant, small talk from HIP
staff. Not only is the culture every bit of polite and
well-mannered as one would normally hear abroad but
people are also hospitable and welcoming to foreign
students.

My time in Japan thus far has truly been enjoyable and
precious!
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