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A Long LOOk BaCk by Greg Beck
The time has come for me to say goodbye, Hiroshima. I have been living in Hiroshima City for three
; = ; years, and a member of the Japan Exchange and Teaching
‘ Programme (JET), for five years now. I have been allowed to
: . renew my annual contract four times, but because that is the
maximum allowed, I will finish my fifth and final year July 30th,
This is a photo of me, three years ago, my first month
working at the Hiroshima International Center. Before that, I
lived and worked in Kure City. For two years, the Kure City
Board of Education employed me as an assistant language

. P teacher at 12 elementary and junior high schools. I learned so
much about teachlng English as a foreign language, and I also learned a lot more Japanese! But language
isn’t the only thing I learned living in Hiroshima.

My first year living in Hiroshima Prefecture started in
the summer of 2006. I had just graduated from the
University of Arizona, in my hometown of Tucson, Arizona.
Having passed my interview for the JET Programme, I
moved to a small island of the cost of Kure, to a small town
of 13,000 people, called Ondo. There wasn’t much to do at
night in Ondo, but my friend Brian, who lived on the
southern half of the island, in the town of Kurahashi, offered
to take me with him to taiko practice, so I also joined the
group, learned to play the taiko, and performed with the
Kiyomori-daiko Group. That winter, I also learned how to
snowboard, and joined the snowboarding circle, DSK.

My second year, I moved onto the mainland, and
although I did not continue playing taiko, I stayed with my
snowboarding circle, and we have gone snowboarding
together every winter, since 2007. It was during that second
year, that a new English teacher started the “Kure City Ship

Heads”, a touch rugby team. But I'll talk more about that
later...

Having gotten better at Japanese and looking for the next challenge, I applied to work as a Coordinator
of International Relations (CIR), and after passing my interview, I moved to Hiroshima City in July of 2008,
where I have lived ever since, working for the Prefectural Government, and the HIC.

During these three years, it has been my great pleasure to write the “Hello Hiroshima” articles for the
Hiroshima Tsushin every three months. I hope you have also enjoyed reading, and that you have learned a
little something extra about Japan by sharing my experiences, or maybe you even practiced your English
reading comprehension! Before my final article, I want to say one last thing: Thank you very much
Hiroshima! I love the whole prefecture, the people living here, the history, traditions, and food. I will miss i

living here, and I promise to come back! j

A Return tO TOHCh Rugby by Greg Beck

If you can’t find a copy of the Hiroshima Tsushin Vol. 63, allow me to review the basics of touch rugby:




Unlike rugby, touch rugby has no tackling, no kicking, and no scrum. Instead of tackling, the opposing
team simply touches the player with the ball, and that player must put the ball between their legs, and roll
it back for another teammate to pick up to continue play. Meanwhile the defending team must back up five
meters before they can touch again. This way, the offensive team has six “touches” to advance the ball down
the field, toward their goal zone to score a “try”.

Because there are no tackles, the game is played by men and women together. Each team has six players
on the field and most tournaments actually require each team to play with at least one, and sometimes two
women on the field at all times. Women and players over 40 are also given two points for a try, instead of one.
This adds a level of sfrategy to the game, while insuring women and older players are kept involved in the
game more. The regulation touch rugby ball is also slightly smaller than a normal rugby ball.

So why call it rughy at all? There are still many similarities with rugby. The origins of touch rugby come
from rugby teams playing scrimmage drills. If your team practiced with full contact tackling, then your
players would be beaten up and injured by the time an actual match happened! Also, there are no time-outs,
just like rugby, so the game is almost non-stop until half-
time. Players can also only pass backwards, so the offensive
push down the field very closely resembles a rugby team.

Shortly after moving to Kure City, a new English
teacher in the area with prior experience, John McCarthy,
decided to start a team in Kure. Many of our fellow English
teachers joined, and some of us invited Japanese friends
and co-workers. Add to that some of Kure City’s rugby
players, and before long we had more than enough

members to pay for a field to practice once week in the
evenings!

Thanks to our coach and the planning and
participation of everyone in the group, our team became
more like a family. We did lots of activities together besides
our weekly practice: beach barbecues, pub crawls, new
year’s parties, hanami, lots of scrimmage games with the
Hiroshima City team, the Hookers and Dummies, and even
going to Shimane Prefecture to sight-see and play their
local touch rugby team.

By June of 2008, we had enough time and practice
together as a team to attend the largest tournament in our

region, the Tokushima Touch Rugby Tournament, played at i ; 5’ N N
a campground in Shikoku. This two-day tournament has become the high point of our season, and the Ship
Heads have represented Kure each time, for the last four years!
This tournament in particular is special, because it is not just a chance to play lots of touch rugby
(although we do!). After the first day of games ends, everyone gets cleaned and changed for a huge barbecue!
With delicious food and drinks for over a hundred
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players from teams all over Japan, the atmosphere is

lively, and loud with the voices of people from dozens
of different countries, including Japan, all having fun
and interacting with one another.

This year it rained...hard! Not just on the first
day, Saturday, May 28th, but Sunday, because of a
passing typhoon, the second day of the tournament
had to be canceled because the rain and thunder was
just too strong! Even still, everyone had an amazing
time and I am sure if you go next year, you will still
see the Kure Ship Heads playing their hearts out!
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Date Event Location Editor’s notes:
gty Summer is here! Time to
23-24 | Setstock ’11 - Two-day outdoor music festival | Shobara
. . . . wear Yukata and support our
23,30 | Fireworks Tournaments begin all over Hiroshima Port, o
Hiroshima Prefecture! Onomichi, and Kure sportaiteams) by enioying the
Aug. Toyo Carp Baseball and
Week-ends | Fireworks Tournaments continue all over Osakikamijima, Sanfrecce Soccer games! It’s
Hiroshima Prefecture, every weekend! Miyajima, Sera, also time for me (Greg) to say
Check your local listings. Shobara, and Akiota “Thanks for everything,
27 | Marine Samurai Fire Festival and Fireworks! | Innoshima, Onomichi Hiroshima! TIll see you again
Sept. ' one day!” If you have any
17-18 | Festa De Rama— Two-day outdoor music Miyajima questions or comment, please
festival email me at
23 | Brush Festival and Calligraphy Tournament | Kumano hic05@hiroshima-ic.orjp
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