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A short discussion: The shift toward renewable energy
A presentation entitled “A Canadian Girl’'s Experience Living in Germany: German Culture & Life”
o2H will be given by Ms. Nicole Hemmer on January 22nd, the fourth Sunday, at 1:00PM in the Lounge.
Before the speech, we will have a Karaoke lesson featuring the song “Lover’s Concerto.”
(E) Following the song, the above mentioned concern will be discussed briefly.
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Once again, hello, and a Happy New Year everyone!
I hope that New Year’s Resolutions have been made,
broken, and then made again (no matter how many
times you fall, it’s getting up that counts)!

Disregarding my own resolutions, in this edition I
would like to speak about a completely different matter:
multiculturalism, or % ¥ {b3:3% in Japanese. “But why,”
you might ask, “do you want to speak about that ?” Well,
as a member of a cultural minority (Canadian) in Japan,

multiculturalism is obviously very dear to me. At a basic |

level, I enjoy both sharing my culture, and constantly
discovering new things about Japan. This topic, however, is not only important for foreigners like me: you
see, for Japan, achieving a good level of multiculturalism might very well be a matter of life and death. And
I'm not exaggerating.

A few weeks ago, I attended a seminar in which a Japanese employee of CLAIR (the Council of Local
Authorities for International Relations) made a very striking presentation: the Japanese population is
ageing, he said. What’s more, it’s ageing faster than anywhere else in the world. Now, this wouldn’t be much
of a problem, except that immigration to Japan (unlike, for example, immigration to the United States or
Canada) is not nearly enough to cover this decline. In fact, if current trends continue, the U.S. Census
Bureau estimates that Japan will lose about 18% of its labour force by 2030, and the Japanese Government
estimates that by 2025, it will spend about 27% of all of its income on welfare programs for the elderly.

Unless Japanese birthrates rise significantly (an unlikely prospect) there is only one way to prevent the
many social and economic problems that will come with an ageing population: bring in immigrants to make
up the difference. But here is the catch: all immigrants must come from somewhere. All immigrants have
their own culture, and their own unique background. So it is up to Japanese society to open itself up and
help these people settle in. It is up to Japanese society to become more multicultural.

“But wait,” you might say, “these immigrants are coming to Japan. It is up to them to adapt to Japanese
culture, not the other way around !” Maybe, but consider the failure of Japan’s first try at bringing in large
numbers of immigrants: the Brazilian Nisei workers of the mid-1990s. When these people came, there was
nothing prepared here to help them settle in. Their children, not speaking Japanese, couldn’t succeed in
school. They, not having any Portuguese-speaking doctors, couldn’t get medical help. In the end, despite being
“ethnically” Japanese, most of them went back home to Brazil. It’s very clear that to make immigrants from
other countries feel at home, Japanese society must become more multicultural, not because it needs to
fundamentally change, but precisely because it needs learn how to help foreigners understand and fit into
the Japanese lifestyle.

This is why I think that centers like the HIC are so important. The HIC is not only a place where
foreigners and Japanese people can learn a little about each other’s cultures, and then not see each other
again. It is a place where cultural exchange can be used to make people from other countries to build a life
here find help, and feel welcome.

The next step is to take this friendly and open attitude towards foreigners and immigrants that we have

in the HIC, and to teach everyone who never comes to the Center how to also have it in their daily lives.




Date Event Location Editor’s notes:

Jan. 8 Tondo Festival Bokoku Shrine Here we are at the beginning of a new
year, with a little bit of information on

events to help you endure the cold and
Feb. 3 “Setsubun” dark months of winter. Personally, I will
be pulling out the kotatsu and trying to
hibernate my way to March (with a
Mid. Daruma Festival Mihara little bit of skiing for good measure!) As
always, if you have any questions or

20 Momote Festival (Archery) Miyajima

Bean Scattering Festival Miyajima

Max. Mid oot Peaitisul s comments, please feel free to e-mail me
Jan.~Feb. Oyster Festivals Across the Prefecture at hic05@hiroshima-ic.or,jp
Mid.Feb.~ | Hina Dolls Exhibitions Tomonoura, Miyajima ~Guillayme
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