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Uh-oh. Here comes my least favorite season of them

all--- Summer!! Say hello to rivers of sweat, astronomical 'nternatlonal

air conditioning bills, and the all-encompassing heat. And
to believe I actually used to like Summer! Actually, it’s SymbOI ‘
very nice, in Canada. It rarely goes above 30 degrees, and for

it stays light out until 9:30-10:00, but here in Hiroshima it

is a 3 month oven in which I am forced ‘'to bake, with Marrla
brief air-conditioned respites-:-
But anyways, enough moaning! Today, what I'd like to talk

ones. As I have myself just gotten married, I've been thinking a lot J{ Il

about is weddings, and wedding ceremonies, particularly international
about this subject lately, and about what an international marriage in

Japan entails.

In French, we have a saying: “Qui prends mari prends pays,” which means, “If you take a husband, you
take his country.” Now, while I certainly didn’t marry all of Japan (just the one woman!) I have certainly
come to see the truth in it, but not quite like I expected to. Back when I used to be an English teacher, the
first thing that my students (elementary and junior high schoolers) asked me was whether or not I had a
garufurendo.

Of course, there were the predictable hoots when I answered that I did, however, those hoots changed
into shocked gasps, or shouts of “eeceEEHH” when I added that she was, in fact, Japanese. When my wife
first told her friends that she was marrying me, the general reaction were giggles or surprised gasps, often
accompanied by “Kokusai kekkon! Suteki!”

Now, coming from a multiethnic, multicultural country like Canada, this sort of reaction always
surprised me a little. Though, of course, there are extra bureaucratic formalities like anywhere
else, Canada does not really have this idea, present in Japan and, I suspect, elsewhere in Asia, of
the kokusai kekkon (international marriage.) Plenty of people do get married with someone from
another nationality, but it is barely mentioned, let alone acknowledged or pointed out. In the case
of Japan, I think that what lies beyond this surprised / envious reaction regarding the “international
marriage” is a sense of a sort of exoticism, an idea that a kokusai kekkon will be different in some
fundamental way from a normal marriage, mostly through some imagined “cultural differences”
(though, I have found, people are usually hard-pressed to answer just what those might be.)
Of course, an international marriage does present difficulties, but not the ones that I think people
here would usually expect. In my situation, the main problem has been not so much bridging any
sort of “cultural differences” between me and my wife: if these imagined “differences,” were so great,
we would probably never have gotten married in the first place. Rather, it has been about bridging
differences between both of our families, neither of which has any extensive experience abroad, and
neither of which speaks the other’s language. Getting people to translate for our parents, showing
my family around Japan, explaining to her parents how wedding ceremonies are done in Canada---

“Qui prends mari prends pays,” if you take a husband, you take his country. That may be so, but I have come

to find that the more difficult relation to arrange in an international marriage is not that of two people, but

that of two families.




Date Event Location
July Festivals! I really wonder why so many
7 Tanabata — paper cranes and lanterns! All over Hiroshima! Japanese festivals are in the Summer---
28 Sumiyoshi Fireworks Festival Onomichi City what with the rainy season, the heat, and
Aug. everything, wouldn’t it be better to hold
6 . Peace M.efnorial Day - Hir(?shima City them in Spring? Anyways, Summers
12 Yassa Festival — traditional dance and music! Mihara City : ; :
25 Innoshima Pirate Festival (Fire Festival) A Onomichi City, are never short of things to do in this
fun, pirate-and-fire filled even on the beautiful ~ Innoshima Island country, and Hiroshima is no exception!

i ima! g 5
islane of Inndshimal As always, if you have any questions or

Sept.
1 Hassaku-Ochi-Tsuki — Traditional bull fighting;  Tsuma, Oki Island, . . . . .
very rare! Shimane hicO5@hiroshima-ic.or.jp
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