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By Guillaume Lamothe

Wrestling Gone from the
Olympics: Unfortunate
not Only for Japan, but for
Everyhody

: VAVY T3 AV /w7 b L 572!
Today, I'd like to get something about the Olympics off my chest. You see, I was watching a
TV show the other day, and the panelists, all grizzled old men (with pretty young girl thrown
in to provide eye candy), spent the better part of 15 minutes hollering about a conspiracy by
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to ensure that Japan doesn’t win too many medals.
This was not long after wrestling had been removed as one of the 25 “core” Olympic sports.
“Removing wrestling is pure racism,” one particularly agitated commentator shouted; “Europe
doesn’t like having ‘yellow monkeys’ win medals, so they just change the rules!” Afterwards,
to show that other sports were affected as well, an “expert” was brought in to “demonstrate”
how, throughout Olympic history, rule changes had consistently been made in a wide variety

«

of sports to disadvantage the “ physically smaller, less strong” Japanese players.
Now, normally I would dismiss this argument as just the
misplaced victim complex of a few old men who still can’t
fully embrace an increasingly interconnected and globalized
world. However, I had already heard very similar arguments
from several of my Japanese friends and colleagues a few days
before watching this show. This leads me to believe that this
kind of sentiment is more prevalent in Japan than I would have
believed.

To be clear, I am against the IOC decision to get rid of
wrestling, for several reasons. But was this decision really
aimed at Japan, to prevent it from gaining more medals? Even
a cursory look at the facts should clearly tell us that this is
not so, simply because, to state things as clearly as possible,
Japan is far from being the country most affected by wrestling’s
removal from the Olympics.

Indeed, although Japan has been doing very well at wrestling

recently, winning 6 medals each in the 2004, 2008, and 2012 Olympics, it not at all the
dominant nation in that sport: that would be Russia, which has won 10+ medals at every
Olympic Games since 2004. What’s more, when compared with sports such as swimming or
judo, wrestling is not even a very important sport for Japan in the overall scheme of things,
especially not when compared with other countries. While wrestling only accounted for 6 of
Japan’s 38 medals (15.7%) in London, the sport gave tiny Georgia a full 85% of its medals (6
out of 7), Azerbaijan 70% of its medals (7 out of 10), and Kazakhstan 23% (3 out of 13) of its
medals.

There is no question, that wrestling is much more important to the Olympic aspirations of
Eastern European and ex-Soviet bloc countries than it is to Japan’s. Just recently, the Bulgarian
wrestling coach Armen Nazaryan even began a hunger strike to protest the sport’s Olympic
removal. Whether or not this is a good strategy, it should nonetheless be indicative of the
fact that the level of vitriol being hurled at the IOC is much more heated in that part of the
world than it is here in Japan.

Clearly, people here are being too “Japan-centric” in their approach to the problem. Instead of
ridiculously lambasting the IOC’s terrible decision to get rid of wrestling as “racism” and an
attack on the Japanese Olympic dream, Japanese people should instead look beyond their own |
country and engage with the wrestlers and fans in other affected countries, in order to better
contribute to the international coalition currently trying to pressure the IOC into restoring
wrestling to its rightful place in the Olympic pantheon.




Date Event Location

April
Daishoin Hot Coal Festival — Step on hot W— .

1o coals and see how well you do! Miyajima — Daishoin Temple

29¢th Kintaikyo Bridge Festival — Annual festival Iwakuni — on the Kintaikyo bridge
to celebrate the beautiful bridge. (duh!)

May
Hiroshima Flower Festival — The biggest annual i

3rd-5th fesrlval In Hlistahitna iyl All along the Peace Boulevard
Fukuyama Rose Festival — The whole town
18th-19th is filled with stalls and a flowery, laid back | Fukuyama City — All across town!

atmosphere.

June

7th-9th Toul'<asan.Yul_<ata Festival —Go arsand towd Toukasan Temple — Hiroshima City
looking spiffy in your yukata! -
National Confectionary Exhibition in
April 19th — o y, . The site of the old baseball stadium,
Hiroshima — The largest exhibition of sweets
May 12th | | close to the Peace Park

in Japan; only held once every 4 years!

Sometimes, I have to really
search around for suitably big
festivals to recommend, but
not now! Rather, I feel bad
that I wasn’t able to include all
of the fun festivals that take
place in Hiroshima at this
time of year. Who says deep
Summer is festival season? If
youre in the mood, definitely
check out the Onomichi and
Kure Port Festivals at the end
of April — a lot of fun! And
as always, if you have any
questions or comments, please
email me at hicO5@hiroshima-

ic.or.jp
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OBLEHAESE 05 L EEE Y X — 10:00~12:00 g_rrl\liglzhs;qz'u60524@yahoo.co.Jp
(8A BkH) http://hir.oshima-nihongo.blogspot.jp/
. 080-6963-1270 () ‘
AASBHEY—2 |05 L 2EBEy 4 — 13:00~15:00 Email:h.ninjapanese.peace@gmail.com

(8,9,38 BIKkA) Facebook:

~ http://www.facebook.com/groups/192497674187433/
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HIROSHIMA INTERNATIONAL CENTER

T730-0037

LETHHXFEB-18 LKEZ YRSV TSH 6

Crystal Plaza 6 F, 8-18 Nakamachi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima 730-0037, Japan
CERE - CRREBLECERE<HBFELEEL

Any questions, suggestions, and criticism regarding HIC Tsushin can be

addressed to:

TEL : (082)541-3777 FAX : (082)243-2001

URL (Japanese) http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/
(English) http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/hice

E-mail:hic@hiroshima-ic.or.jp
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