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Festa do Dia do Brasil

P}

7 Dia 7 de Setembro das 16 as 21 horas
Local: Estacionamento 3 da Prefeitura de Akitakata
(j:) Teremos barracas com comidas, bebidas, artesanatos e produtos do Brasil. Ainda teremos apresentacdo de Samba, Show de Musica e Danga
Brasileira.

Sera o nosso primeiro evento e uma oportunidade dos japoneses e de outros estrangeiros conhecerem um pouco da Cultura Brasileira.
Estaremos esperando a presenca de todos.
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not Only for Japan, but for
Everybody

By Guillaume Lamothe

Yes, dear readérs, it’s true. After
an amazing two years in this : iy
wonderful city (plus the one year ] N B \!;
which T spent in Fukuyama City
teaching English), I will be leaving
for the frozen mountainsides of
Geneva, Switzerland. If it makes
you feel any better (as I am sure
you would need consolation upon
hearing such desolating news),
this was probably as much of a
surprise for me as it is for you.
Alas, graduate school calls, and it
is time for me to take a bow and
leave my place, which I enjoyed
occupying immensely, to another.
But how to summarize three years into two pages?-That was the question which I was
faced with when asked to write this article. On the one hand, it should be easy: all I
should have to do is list a succession of facts, maybe in chronological order: “I did this,
and this, and this happened, and it was a wonderful three years in Japan.” This style of
writing, however, would hardly do my extended stay in this country justice, when it was
so much more than the sum of all its parts. Of course, I had a lot of excellent, wonderful
experiences here, but it is what these experiences taught me, rather than the experiences
themselves, which I believe will truly stay with me for years after I leave (and, who
knows, come back?) I learned in Japan, I grew up in Japan, I got married in Japan. And
what’s more, I believe I found my place in Japan.

It wasn’t always easy. As many of you might have realized, I am in fact a member of
that designated minority of people here that make up, well, everybody except Japanese
people themselves: the gaikokujin. Naturally, this wasn’t always my situation: I can assure
you that, in my home country of Canada, I was definitely not a gaikokujin, and the
transition was not such an easy one to make. In fact, becoming a gaikokujin was probably
the most profound and impactful change to affect me in all of my stay here. This was not
something that I expected. Japan, after all, has so many wonderful natural and cultural
attractions: the old samurai and martial arts culture, the crazy eclectic anime culture,
Sumo wrestling, the beautiful island vistas, the majestic mountains, cherry blossoms:so
why do I give them all second fiddle to my learning to live as a “foreigner” in a society?
Because, I think, I expected them. The cherry blossoms, mountains, sushi, etc., are, after
all, exactly what is advertised in all of Japan’s travel brochures and, like any other good
future resident of the country, I had taken a look at them before coming. What was not
advertised in the travel brochures, however, was that sense of isolation that I first felt
when stepping on the Tokyo metro and looking around me, suddenly realizing that I was
the only non-Asian person as far as my eye could see. For the first time in my life, I was
a foreigner, a gaikokujin, and, what’s more, I was a member of a visible minority.




Suddenly, T was never quite just an
individual anymore; anything I did,
anything I said, could be interpreted as
being representative, not just of Canada,
but of all Westerners in general. Wherever
I went, I was rarely ignored, whether for
good or for ill. I was constantly asked to
talk about life in Canada, and about my
impressions of Japan. Even this column,
in which T have been boring you with
my opinions for two years now, was
only made possible through my being a

o N , gaikokujin.
This was the first time that I had ever occupied such a position in society. I was sought
out as a source of information, of opinions, or of skills that, it was assumed at least,
Japanese people didn’t have. I was not quite normal anymore. This is a process that, I
think, every foreigner, or at least, every Westerner, encounters when he or she comes to
Japan, and everybody reacts to becoming a gaikokujin differently. Some people resent it
and, as time drags on, become increasingly bitter at Japanese society for “Hot including
them.” Some people love it, go to all of the international relations events that they can,
and remain eternally enthusiastic about sharing their culture with others.

Looking back, T think that I long vacillated between the above two extremes. Some days,
I just wanted to blend in, while other days, I was just bursting with excitement to be
giving a presentation on Canada. In the past year or so, however, I have begun to observe
a peculiar change. for the first time, I now have Japanese friends and acquaintances that
have no particular interest in the outside world. They do not speak English, they do not
particularly want to learn it, and some of them, even, have never been abroad.

You see, initially, I met all of my Japanese friends (including my wife, actually!) because

they had a particular interest in foreigners and the outside world. While I was (and
still am) grateful for this friendship, I could not help but feel that I was still operating
within my assigned gaikokujin role. To now have Japanese friends with no particular
interests in foreigners is, I think, a reflection that I might have become able to move

beyond it and find a more comfortable, more inconspicuous place in Japanese society. So
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here I am, I was just beginning to get
really comfortable in Japan and I am
leaving. Why? Well, simply because it
is my deeply held belief that getting
comfortable somewhere is a tell-tale
sign that you should get out as soon
as possible, because you have stopped
learning as much as you could. While I
am sure that Switzerland will bring its
share of hardships and challenges, they
are challenges that I look forward to, as
I hope to learn from them, in the same
way as I learned from the challenges
that I faced here in Japan.




This will be my last update.

In For the next edition, my
successor will take over my
position and, I am sure, ensure
a smooth transition into 2014.
It was a pleasure to write for
the HIC Tsuushin for these
two years, and to receive all of
your wonderful comments and

Date Event Location
July .
7 Ta}nabata — fun, laid back celebrations All aeross Hiroshimal
with lanterns!
2 Sumiyoshi Fireworks Festival — Downtown Onomichi;
Fireworks over Onomichi Harbor! 7.30~9:30 PM
August
6 Peace Memorial Day Hiroshima City
24 Innoshima Pirate Festival (Fire Festival) Innoshima Island, starts around 6PM

encouragement in the mail.
Until August, if you have any
last questions or comments,
please feel free to email me at
hicO5@hiroshima-ic.or.jp
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TEL : (082)541-3777 FAX : (082)243-2001 —
URL (Japanese) http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/

(English) http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/hice
E-mail:hic@hiroshima-ic.or.jp
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