HIC article: Lu Sizhi (China)

As an international student, I was worried
about my life in Japan. I join the Global
Relation Program (GRP) in October 2017. This
program aims to facilitate international
students to live at Hiroshima International
Plaza for cultural sharing and experiencing the
Japanese culture. As members of GRP, we can
enjoy many convenient facilities here such as
gym, library and cooking room. And the staffs
of Hiroshima International Plaza always give us
the best support.

At Hiroshima International Plaza we can make
friends from different countries and experience
the culture of different countries in our daily
life. For example, when we cook in the kitchen,
we can learn about the food culture of various

countries. And Hiroshima International Plaza
organizes cultural activities once a month to
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introduce the traditional culture of Japan, and
sometimes international students also have
opportunities to participate in some local
activities and communicate with Japanese
people.

Now my life is very comfortable at Hiroshima
International Plaza. Sometimes I will cook with
other GRP member and share our food. Some-
times I will go to the ice cream vending
machine on the first floor to buy ice cream and
then eat with my friends. And when I was in a
bad mood, I would knock on the door of my
friend and chat with her about some things in
life. I am very grateful to Hiroshima Interna-
tional Plaza for providing this program to
international students, helping us to live in
Hiroshima, also giving me many beautiful
memories in Hiroshima. Thank you.
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A New Hope
Daniel Mackey

Hiroshima City is well-known in Japan and abroad as a city
symbolizing peace due to its tragic past as a place that was
utterly annihilated by an atomic bomb but, thanks to the
resiliency and industriousness of its people, subsequently
rebuilt itself from the ashes into the vibrant city that it is
today. During my time here, I feel like I’'ve become much
more keenly aware of peace and nuclear-related issues
affecting Asia and the rest of the world compared to when I
was living in my quiet little corner of Canada. This aware-
ness has made me realize the importance of educating youth
on peace, which is already a cornerstone of education in
Hiroshima, since it is they who will lead society forward in

the future.

Hiroshima is rightly recognized for its role in promoting
various peace initiatives that aim to increase understanding
of the need to pursue peace toward the end goal of realizing
a world free of nuclear weapons. But in actuality, there still
unfortunately remains a large and not-easily-bridged gap
between nuclear and non-nuclear weapon states when it
comes to acknowledging and adhering to the NPT (Treaty
on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons). This is why
Hiroshima’s efforts to promote peace remain so relevant

today.

So with that being said, and on a slightly different note, I
found it highly encouraging that North Korea recently made
the surprise announcement that it is ‘conditionally’ willing to
put a halt to its own nuclear weapons development program.
As one of the greatest existential threats to Japan since it
began developing and testing nuclear weapons, North Korea
has been a persistent reminder of the volatile state of region-
al security in Northeast Asia. And recently, just when it
seemed like the situation was reaching a new low point what
with the threat, enabled by new missile technology, of a
nuclear attack directed at the U.S. mainland, President
Trump made the unprecedented move of agreeing to meet the
leader of North Korea to negotiate for “complete, verifiable
and irrevocable” denuclearization. What’s more, it seems
that President Trump also promised to address the complicat-
ed issue of Japanese nationals abducted by North Korea. I am
cautiously optimistic that history may just be in the making

here.

If such a long-standing situation could be diffused, it would
represent a significant step in the right direction toward
realizing global peace. I really hope that, against all odds, the
upcoming negotiations are able to bear fruit and help to usher

in the beginning of a new age of peace.

In the meantime, I would like to take this opportunity to wish

everybody a great summer!
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