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™ Hello Hiroshima! Aya here.
Aya

(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

It’s been a long time! Hope you all are surviving these cold
winter months.

However, the plum blossoms have begun blooming, so you all
know what that means; spring and the sakura (cherry blossom)

season are in sight!

I think we all have certain memories tied to particular seasons or
smells or sights. For me, sakura hold a particularly deep nostal-
gia.

Why for an American, you might ask?

Being half Japanese, I understood that Japan was my birthplace,
that my name meant “many colors” in Japanese, that I was the
only one who called chopsticks “ohashi” at school because of
where I came from, that Japan was part of who I was. However

what really solidified my connection to Japan, was my annual

prefecture. Through those trips, I fostered a deep feeling of
connection with my Japanese relatives, my Japanese heritage, and
the country itself.

I always visited during spring break so that it would perfectly
align with the peak sakura season. Even now, the image of the lake
at Inokashira Park covered in fallen sakura blossoms, so soft and
white they could be mistaken for snow, is one of my fondest
memories. They would appear and then disappear so suddenly that
to 10 year old me it was like magic! Thus I have always strongly
associated sakura with nostalgia for my joy-filled visits to Japan

as a child. To this day, it remains my favorite flower.

However for the last ten years, due to bad timing, I have been
unable to see Japan’s sakura season in person. Thus, this spring’s
blossom holds special significance for me, even more so due to it

being my first sakura season since moving to Japan!

Whether or not sakura holds particular significance to you, I hope
you will enjoy their beauty with the people you care about, and
make fond memories around them just like I have. Wishing a

wonderful spring, and happy hanami (flower-viewing) to you all!

visits to see my father’s family, who to this day live in Kanagawa

UPCOming/;
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HIC article: Rohaidah L. Mama® A, Roeve Ann Mae C. Mazox A (Mindanao, Philippines)

Kon'nichiwa!

We are doing a research enrichment program
which is a vital portion of our doctoral
dissertation on Natural Products Chemistry.
We are grateful to be under Dr. Shinji
OHTAs laboratory at Hiroshima University.
To be able to do this in Japan is a remarkable
opportunity for us and even more so by being
Global Relations Program members.

It is our first time to travel to and live in a
foreign country. Making use of public
transportation, learning important Nihongo
phrases to get by, and the Japanese technolo-
gy seemed so scary and overwhelming for us.
Our apprehensions were eased by participat-
ing in the activities organized by the HIC.
Each one made us discover and appreciate
the differences of Japanese culture from ours.
Introducing our country and playing with
cute Japanese schoolchildren gave us a sense

of happiness. The locals were sympathetic
when we related our plight during the
Marawi City siege in an activity that ended
on a heart-warming note. We interacted
with Japanese junior high school students
and learned that they share the same
interests with Filipinos of the same age.
They are as eager to know about us and our
culture.

Living in HIP made our stay very comfort-
able as this had been our first winter
experience. We cooked, shared food and
had fun parties at the cooking events room
and played badminton together with other
GRP members. We are also charmed by
the beautiful autumn and winter sceneries
of Hiroshima (and Japan as a whole) and
picked-up Japanese food favorites along
the way. We treasure every moment here
and we'd love to come back soon!
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