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Hello Hiroshima
Japanese Taiko is Irodori
K ILF

By Trevor Swan

I know that there are countless examples of people coming to Japan and trying traditional Japanese
culture. I also know how easy it is not to. After over a year of living in Japan, almost nothing I had
learned was very traditional. However, after a talk with my supervisor this past Summer I mentioned
my interest in learning taiko and I asked if he knew of any information related to it. His reply was
basically, “you know enough Japanese to look it up online yourself”-- He had a good point.

So, after procrastinating for an appropriate amount of time, I looked it up using Google Sensei. I
saw listings of classes offered in the city and eventually learned about a really cool website called
Living Culture? () ¥ ¥ 7« % ¥ ¥ % —) and through it that there were numerous classes offered at
locations around town. I checked and was pleasantly surprised to find out that they did in fact have
taiko lessons. I signed up for the sukkiri wadaiko classes, received an email, and started taking classes
last September.

After the first class I felt pretty refreshed.® And so I began my long journey learning the way of the
taiko. This journey eventually led me to do a taiko performance at the Higashikumin Cultural Center
(RERX{t+* >~ % —) on a rainy Sunday afternoon. Out of my class of ten, only three of us had |
volunteered. We prepared for this performance by joined in practice with one of our instructor’s taiko
groups. And while our sensei was a bit stricter than in the “living” classes, we still had a great time—
as it was combined with the antics of the children’s taiko lessons.

After changing into our costumes and watching his amazing main group (all female), we went onto the
stage. We then performed alongside with his other group as well as the previously mentioned kids.* I 1
didn’t even have to worry about messing up, because I was too busy helping the kid next to me keep i
up with the performance. After the curtain was lowered and we settled down—I made a decision. ‘
The questionable decision to join the group we just performed with. We are currently practicing for a |
number of upcoming performances, including one for the Flower Festival. : ‘1

|

1 If a man is dandori and woman is yokodori (An- interesting saying), then for me taiko is irodori the name of the group I just joined.
2 (livinghiroshima.com) Last I checked it was all in Japanese but it is definitely worth checking out.
What’s not to like about hitting huge drums with equally huge sticks for two hours.

3
4 Some very genki boys of varying ages from kindergarten to elementary school
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e Event Location Note from the Editor:
AQI‘II Cherry blossoms will be in full bloom and you
can enjoy participating in the hanami that will As you probably already kl’lOW,
be held all over the prefecture. this season is one of the best
» The Kure Port Festival A Kure times to be in Hiroshima.
’ Th?rc will be various C\./cnts—such as a parade Hiroshima’s Iandscape blushing
of 3,000 people and various stage performances. ith th lgl t pink of th h
| wiIth € l1ight pink o € Cherry
May During golden week there will be events held blossoms in full blOOI’I’l,
all over a lush, green Hiroshima.
=il Tomonoura sea bream fishing Sensui-jima, Fukuyama Yo l% AN e hd Bt r}llg
The Onomichi Port Festival Onomichi gerliorimancf?s e(lin teflljloy rtloi
2~3 Many activities for you to enjoy, and other than elic Ol:lS 00 stalls, R
the original dance, “eh~jyan SANSA - gari” and to r.nentlon the great spring
stall vendors, there will be sightseeing boats feSthalS,
and a festival.
- The Hiroshima Fl Festival Fhome: Boulonr A Tens of thousands gather from
. Eleiios 1;na lgwer e_Sfﬁlva, i Crlaop iy ciale. all over the country and world
e largest event in uos'nma, overflowing with Hiroshima City to enjoy the amazing flower
flowers, greenery and music. Parade and stage fostiual
performances and exciting Yosakoi dancing. CoLval,
16~17 The Fukuyama Rose Festival Fukuyama This season is truly a time for
A time when Fukuyama overflows with roses. making wonderful memories.
There will be a plethora of fun events—including Don’t miss a chance to participate
a parade and rose contest. in these amazing events!
June A season of rain. It’s a good time to take a visit As qsual, f_eel free, to S,end ?’n
to enjoy the hydrangeas and irises and the rain. Toukasan Temple emal! to thOS@hHOShIm‘a_IC'
The Toukasan Yukata Festival e orjp if you have any questlons,
FAuy ; : a i Hiroshima City comments, input (or just want
A reminder of the early summer season, it is said hi 41 wedil
it is the time when people begin to wear Yukata. EO b]ay 1) ar} (ENI try to get
ack to you In a day or two.
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Any questlons, suggestions, and criticism regarding HIC Tsushin can be
addressed to:

TEL : (082)541-3777 FAX : (082)243-2001

URL  http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/

E-mail:hic@hiroshima-ic.or.jp
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