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On (Monday) May 25, after
being invited by the Hiroshin
Cultural Foundation to attend
the event they sponsor annually,

G

BREOESALEBERELELR!

“Noh Appreciation Class for Youth
and Adults”, our group (of 35
people from 7 countries, including
Japanese and foreign nationals,)
went to view and appreciate Noh
and Kyogen stage performances.
The day of the performance there
were front row seats prepared for
our group, and the participants
had the pleasure of appreciating
the beauty of the brilliant dances
and vibrant drums. Some of the
impressions we received from our
participants were, “the Japanese
performances, lines and music
were very memorable”, “at first, |

didn’t know much about Noh, but it
was very fresh and we were able to
enjoy how expressive it was”, and
“it made me more interested in the
traditional arts.” | would like to thank
everyone who participated, and the
Hiroshin Cultural Foundation for
providing us with this opportunity.
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My home in Japan

Fortunately, | was accepted in the Global Relations Program and allowed
to stay in Hiroshima International Plaza (HIP) for one year while | am working
on my Teacher Training program at Hiroshima University Graduate School
of Education.

Staying in this institution is like staying in expensive hotel in my country
Philippines. Aside from the privilege to experience the facilities from my
room to amenities within the building such as the cooking room, gymnasium,
recreation room and others, | am also enjoying the opportunity to interact
and learn from the cultures of Japanese and other foreign residents from
Iran, Angola, Bangladesh, China, South Korea and others.

Moreover, HIP also offers activities where residents can have the
opportunity to interact with the community and learn more about the
Japanese cultures and traditions and promote international cooperation and
understanding. Since | am a teacher back in my country, my participation in
the Sports Festival of nearby elementary school representing HIP was really
amazing and educational. | have witnessed the existing good relationship
between different stakeholders of the school community. | also got the
opportunity to share some information from my country in this event.

Additionally, staying in HIP also gave me the chance to help other Filipinos
such as providing translation of some words that could help Filipino school
children in nearby schools and offering HIP facilities for recreational and
cultural activities of Filipino Community in the area.
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Who Needs Friends Anyway?

By Trevor Swan

I would like to think that the most important thing
in friendship is being there when your friends
need you. I have not always been a good friend,
but I have been lucky enough to find one here in
Hiroshima. A friend who is always there when her
friends need her, who is always the first to respond
when a friend is in trouble, one who literally kicks
#%$ in the boxing ring, and one who unfortunately
will be leaving the country this month.

But while she’ll be leaving the country, she has
certainly left a piece of herself behind in everyone
who has had the pleasure of calling her friend. As
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cheesy as it sounds, I better understand what it
means to be a true friend from her and I'll do my
best to be one in the future.

While my time in Hiroshima is not yet over, I have
had some great memories and life experiences. And

meeting a friend like her certainly counts among the
best!
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