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This author is on the bottom, the second from the left.

Why I Play Study Japanese Musical
Instruments and You
Should Too ( F1%28)

by Trevor Swan

The following is why you should take up a traditional
Japanese art, if you haven’t already.

On October 10th, as I stood in front of Toshogu Shrine with
2,000 other performers dressed in clothing that ranged from the
robes of Shinto priests to samurai to kimono, I could feel the
nervous energy in the air as everyone waited in anticipation for

the festival parade to begin. Personally, I was brimming with

excitement my fellow Irodori teammates and I had practiced for
this performance for months and we came fully clothed in our
team kimono. In just one hour, the my teammates and I would be
marching and performing in front of thousands, taking part in a
portable shrine carrying festival that had not taken place for over
200 years, and has only been held four times since it began 400
years ago.

1t started late, a whole hour late, as the over 2,000 performers
took much longer to leave the front of the shrine carrying the
titanic portable shrines than expected. But after it got started we
finally got our chance to shine. As with all the performers, we
marched along the two kilometer parade path stopping at
predesignated points to do our performance finally ending in a
performance directly in front of numerous VIPs such as the vice
governor and mayor.

Among many others, I was one of the first non-Japanese
people to perform in it and in a very small way made it into local
history. As everyone else who did I received a free protection
charm made by the priests at the shrine, a free lunch and a
commemorative wooden plaque for joining in'. While things are
not the reason I started learning Japanese taiko’, but they are part
of the reason I continue it. That is what it means to join in an
active team performing a traditional art in Japan. You gain lasting
friendships, expand your social circle and activities, get a place at
the forefront of international exchange and most importantly, you

get to write about it in a quarterly magazine’.

1 In addition to a commemorative oke-daiko key chain from my sensei

2 If you would like to know why I joined Irodori, you will have to refer to HIC Tsushin Vol. 88’s Hello Hiroshima.
3 For those that don’t understand the concept of humor, please refer to http://www.foxnews.com/
For those who are not American, please note that the above is a joke and there is no need to actually open the link.
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