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Hiroshima Station
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You can get off from there.
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Cross that bridge, and turn left.
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MORE!) You will see big building.You can’t miss it.
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You’ll see it if you walk
2-3 minutes in that direction.
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I’ll show you.
Please follow me.
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We fought an epic battle; him literally poking holes in it, pushing it over and giggling
uncontrollably and me pretending to fix it,

Snow Life Forever
By Trevor Swan

1 was sitting at my desk on a Monday afternoon, doing some
reading in between jobs when I realized I was forgetting something
... So, I turned to my coworker OT-san and asked him in Japanese',

“When is the next Hello Hiroshima article due”? His reply

was simply, “tomorrow...”

On January 31st, I joined in the final event’ hosted by the
HIC, Life in the Snow and I made sure to wear extra layers.

After riding the bus for over an hour and a half we arrived in
the town of Mizoguchi, Kitahiroshima. When we exited the bus we
were welcomed by a large crowd of cheerful residents and warm
applause. In a way, with all the familiar faces and friendly
greetings it felt a little like going home.

We got settled in, finished the opening ceremony and split off
into groups who cooked, played in the snow and toured the shrines
and temples of the town.

While helping out with the play in the snow group, I saw
people sledding and playing in snow for the first time (for the third
time) and thought briefly about joining them—then I saw a group
of older men gathered around a stove drinking warm and eating a
freshly hunted wild boar stew and joined in that instead.

After a few servings of both then decided I wanted to make a

snowman to work some of what I had off, so I caught the next sled
to the bottom of the hill got started.

Soon, I was joined by a bright international student from the
middle kingdom who suggested we make a snow Doraemon. I took
the lead on the project, utilizing the 4 days of experience I have
had playing in the snow over the past three years. As we built
snowDoraemon we were joined by a middle schooler who wanted
to improve her English and two more international students from
China.

Together we worked tirelessly for the unbelievably long span
of a whole hour® and succeeded in transforming it into an
impressively shapeless snowBlob. By 12 pm it was time to go in for
the annual lunch party (with cultural performances) and my group
said there was no way we could finish. But I told them, “that’s
probably true” but pointed out that “there was still time after the
party.” After some wonderful performances, wonderful food and
wonderful alcoholic drinks we went back out to finish our creation.

But partway through the project, this laughing tiny, tiny
person, who could barely speak joined in. We fought an epic battle;
him literally poking holes in it, pushing it over and giggling
uncontrollably and me pretending to fix it, exclaiming “Oh, no!”

..In the end, we went home in defeat and while it was
probably my last time visiting that warm and welcoming place, I it
felt great to know that next year my replacement will be headed

back to Mizoguchi to create some great memories of their own.

1 As the wonderful book, Kiss, Bow, or Shake Hands, “the Bestselling Guide to Doing Business in More Than 60 Countries” so kindly notes, “Japanese is the

official language of Japan.”
2 The final event of the fiscal year.
3 Maybe even two.
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