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To Be Continued
By Trevor Swan

One thing I don’t get about those who sue
colleges in the United States because they
didn’t get accepted is why they don’t just try
again.

It was in college that I first heard of the
JET Program (the Japan Exchange and
Teaching Program [FBF1I8EEX1TONE
SEBEEZE]). [ had studied abroad in
Japan for a short time and studied the
language for years so when I graduated in
2008, full of excitement and zeal for going to
Japan again I applied to be a Coordinator for
International Relations (CIR) with the JET
Program. But I didn’t get it...

I admit, I was pretty disappointed for a
while, but I moved on. I went to grad school,
got better at Japanese, had a much wider
range of experiences to draw on and after |
graduated grad school in 2012 I decided to
apply again... But things weren’t so smooth...
1 went up to the interview process and 1
thought it could have been better, but I kept my
hopes up only to find out that I was not
short-listed... I was to be an alternate.
(Alternates are people who were good enough
to go, but not at the top of the list) To me for
that time period I thought I would have to wait
several months only to find out I wouldn’t go
after all. It was torture, constantly waiting for
more news. But I was luck, just one month
later I found out that I had been upgraded to
the short-list and would be shipping out with
the second batch (500 ppl) new participants

for Tokyo orientation. It looked like I had been

assigned to work in Hiroshima Prefecture.

All I had heard at that point was what
everyone hears—that an atomic bomb had
been dropped on it. But I also did some
research, and it looked like a pretty great
place to live and had recovered beautifully. I
was pretty da*n exited then, too and for much
better reasons than before. Then in early
August, 2013 I hugged by parents and brother
goodbye and boarded a plane headed for
Narita Airport...

During these past three years, I got to
participate in historic festivals, climb Mt. Fuji,
welcome cruise ships as a translator; edit a
book about how Hiroshima city recovered
following the bombing; interpreted during
welcome ceremonies for cruise ships carrying
thousands of passengers, and introduced
special needs kids to US culture. When I think
about it, these past few years have contained a
lifetime of experiences for me. And working
here has been an honor and a privilege and
will probably remain one of the best
experiences of my life.

This is my last article as the author of
Hello Hiroshima and my term as CIR is
coming to an end. But just like Hello
Hiroshima, my journey here is not over. I have
yet another goal worth striving for—like the
JET Program, it is something I applied to 4
years ago and didn’t get in to... But what 1
learned from this experience is that giving it
another try can be life-changing.
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Have any visa or work problems?

What kinds of problems can you help me with?

Talk to us your viza worries! We can give you advice if: your
visa is about to expire and you want to stay in Japan, you
want to change your visa, etc.

You can talk to us about work problems! And we can help
you if: you are not getting paid, if someone at work is telling
you to quit, etc.

When can | come in to get advice?

Every Thursday from 10am to 12pm and from 1pm to
4pm

We are closed December 28 through January 4.

We are also closed on Japanese (National) holidays.

What should | bring with me?
Please bring your passport and resident’s card when
discussing visa problems.

Is there anyone who can speak my language?

At present, you can talk to us in English , Korean

and Tagalog.

We will not share the details of any discussions with
immigration, the police, your employer or your school. Anyone
can feel free to consult with us.
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Where do we offer consulations?
Hiroshima International Center (HIC)
Nakamachi 8-18, Naka-ku, Hiroshima City
Hiroshima Crystal Plaza 6th Fl.

What number do | call?
Toll Free Number:
0120-783-806
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Hiroshima International Plaza: a home away from home
Soheila Abdollahiz A (Islamic Republic of Iran)

Arriving at a new destination is a big challenge,
specially for me that my past few years had been spent
in the west, and my experience in the east world had
been limited to only several short visits. To me living in
a country like Japan with rich culture and tradition is a
wonderful experience and full of mysteries, however,
lifestyle differences may be a struggle.

Through attending in the Global Relations Program
(GRP) provided by Hiroshima International Plaza
(HIP), I would be able to organize my lifestyle in new
surroundings. The GRP by promoting cross-cultural
understanding, mutual respect and friendship among
members in a vibrant global community helped me to
overcome challenges I faced during first months. I
learned many things specially about the east world that
I could never find in any book or media, about history,
culture, beliefs, custom, thinking way and healthy
eating habits.

Warm greetings of front desk staffs and also security
guards of HIP even at late time when I come back
from university, make me feel more relax and happier
after a very busy day and give me energy for starting
another great day. Actually, it makes me feel I'm at
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home, however it’s 7000 km far away from home!
Moreover, HIP staffs and Residence Assistants (RAs)
by holding meetings regularly to debate on life issues,
sport events at HIP’s Gym, seasonal events like
Hanami walking, planning welcome/farewell parties
and cooking together in the kitchen foster interaction
among GRP members.

But it’s not all! HIP is more than just a residence for
individuals from around the world. Educational and
cultural programs such as music, dance and many
cultural celebrations and festivals arranged by Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) at HIP, are
among the hundreds of activities enjoyed by HIP
residents and GRP members.

I think footprints of HIP staffs and my friends in GRP
from Angola, China, France, India, Iran, Japan,
Philippine, Uzbekistan and Vietnam on my heart is
one of most valuable outcomes that I've obtained
abroad.

As last word, to me HIP is open arms of Hiroshima to
spread world peace and understanding. I wish them
infinite success. Ganbatte HIP!
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