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Hello Hiroshima
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- Hello Hiroshima, my name is Daniel Mackey at this point, I am sure that with time I will
and [ will be taking over the role of writer for come to learn and love it as one of the colorful
the Hello Hiroshima article from my illustrious aspects of daily life in Hiroshima.

= predecessor, Trevor Swan. I am Canadian,
= born in Quebec City but raised mostly in the My hometown of Montreal shares some
City of Montreal. You may have heard that the similarities with Hiroshima. Both cities are
The NeW CIR Province of Quebec is mainly French, which is medium-sized and located next to water. They
. true, but I am one of the rare English speakers also feature a lot of green space.
In Town to be born and raised there. Coincidentally, Montreal and Hiroshima have
Daniel Mackey a sister city relationship. That being said, 1
I studied Japanese for a total of three years in was very much unprepared for just how hot
Montreal and then one year in Fukuoka, after Hiroshima gets in the summer months. I will
which I spent about four unforgettable years never forget my first day arriving in Hiroshima
living and working in Kagoshima City. When [ City when, after having just left the City Hall
was told this summer that I would be sent to building, I was struck with a sudden nosebleed
work for Hiroshima Prefecture as a CIR as the sun hit my face. These are the kinds of
(Coordinator for International Relations), 1 memories that make for good stories after the

felt both anxious and excited by the prospect of fact.
going somewhere that I knew nothing about.
Actually, I had visited Hiroshima City once Besides discovering all the wonderful things

before for a short half-day excursion to the that Hiroshima has to offer in terms of scenic
peace park, but that was the extent of my locations and food, I also look forward to
travels in the Chugoku region. learning about Hiroshima's role as a city that
promotes peace. It really is hard to imagine
When I first asked my Japanese friends if they that this vibrant city was once the victim of an
knew anything about Hiroshima, the only atomic bomb. I am sure the story of its
things that came to mind were the Genbaku recovery is a fascinating one that I will
Dome, Hiroshima-Yaki, and something about a undoubtedly learn about over the next year.
strong local dialect. Now that I have been here
for several weeks, I can certainly see what they I am grateful for the opportunity to be here,
meant about the strong local dialect. While 1 and will try to make this year a great one!

can barely understand the Hiroshima dialect
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