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I recently had the opportunity to visit a prove it!
school in Mihara City, Hiroshima. This was Anyways, | lived and went to school in
actually my first time visiting a school since England until I was around nine, at which time
arriving here, and I was given the task of we followed my father back to Montreal,
introducing my country, Canada, to students in Canada. This is where things got tricky, since |
several classes. While the presentation itself was put in a French immersion school and
La nguage and was in Japanese, I also helped them practice a basically had to learn French from scratch,
. . little bit of English and even spoke several even though it was technically the first
Identlty words of French since my hometown of language I had ever spoken. But at the time I
Daniel Mackey Montreal is .tech.nic.ally the second largest felt nothing but r.esentment toiwards being
French-speaking city in the world after Paris. forced to learn it after having become
This school visit prompted me to think completely anglicized. Being a little sponge, I
about my own childhood, and how I had to did manage to learn regardless but that was
struggle with learning a second language when almost in spite of myself. In my mind, it
I was young. Or perhaps I should say how to always felt like a burden even though I was
re-learn my mother tongue? My case might be living in a predominantly French city.
somewhat special. Perhaps that is why I can just imagine
Essentially, I was born in Quebec City, how hard it must be for some Japanese
the heart of French Canada, which is almost students who are forced to learn English
exclusively French-speaking. I lived there until despite having no contact with it outside of
the age of three, and I imagine that I picked up their classroom. I can relate to that feeling, and
quite a few words by then, but I honestly can’t I believe that it allows me to approach such
remember one way or the other. students with a greater sense of understanding.
When I was three, my father got Moreover, I am also struggling to re-learn
transferred to an office in London, England, so Japanese these days after a very long hiatus of
my whole family moved over there to be with not speaking the language at all. But mastering
him. In other words, as I was on the verge of keigo (honorifics) is a real uphill battle for me.
forming a French Canadian identity, I suddenly At least | am now old and wise enough (kappa)
found myself in the most English of all places. to understand the value of knowing other
Any trace of French vanished nearly overnight languages, and I hope that, in my own way, |
and was replaced by an English with a South can impart this sentiment to the next
East London accent. I even have an old tape to generation.
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Hiroshima International Plaza: My host family

Amitava Chatterjee (India)

Living in Japan was the first time for me
staying away from my home and family. The
anxiety of lonesome life was intensified since 1
did not know the Japanese language. On the
other hand, I was excited to be a part of the rich
Japanese culture, and experience the essence of
Japan.

Being a part of the Global Relationship
Program (GRP) of Hiroshima International
Plaza (HIP), I was amazed to witnessing the
warm behaviour and assistance from all staffs
during any time of day. I started to believe,
somehow unknowingly, that we all are the part
of a same big family, where country, colour,
language, culture holds no bar.

The multiple cultural events at HIP are

very interesting and informative. Such events
enhance my understanding about the Japanese
culture and, their way of life. Apart from the
cultural aspect, HIP is equipped with all the
modern facilities, which, in turn, made my life
easier.

My love for HIP is ever increasing due to
hosting some of the most wonderful friends of
my life. The quality time spent with them while
playing pool or in the gymnasium or while
cooking together is truly unforgettable. I am
always thankful to HIP as they carefully
selected such people, and give me a chance to
interact with them. This makes me feel that I
am in my home with my new family members.

Thank you, HIP. Cheers!
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