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An Ale of
Two Cities

Daniel Mackey

Hiroshima is really starting to heat up these
days as the rainy season approaches, so
besides a nice cold beer, I thought this would
be the perfect time to go and see a Hiroshima
Carp game. In fact, despite having already
lived here for just under a year, this coming
June 14 will mark the first time that I ever
see a Carp game. Hard to believe, right? But
being from Canada, I am more or less
ignorant about everything baseball-related.
That is something that I mean to correct. I
don’t want to miss out on the chance to see
Hiroshima’s pride and joy so I plan to go to
Matsuda Stadium with work colleagues to
observe the Carp in their natural habitat (for
science, you know). Following this, I will
hopefully be able to actually comprehend the
mysterious baseball banter that goes on at
my workplace which I normally only pretend
to understand.

Strangely enough, my hometown of Montre-
al used to have its own baseball team once
upon a time but most young people have
probably never even heard of them these
days. They were originally called the
Montreal Expos, and their legacy began in
1969 as the first Canadian MLB team. Their
main venue was the Montreal Olympic
Stadium, and they enjoyed strong popularity

and local support during the 1970’s and 80’s.
But, due to mismanagement and various
other financial issues, the team ended up
losing its best players and eventually faded
into insignificance before it relocated to the
U.S. in 2004 to be reborn as the Washington
Nationals.

I distinctly remember having gone to see
them play when I was a child, but I was more
interested in the food and drink stands than
the game itself at that time. Shame on me!

Having just recently returned to Montreal
for a vacation, I find myself naturally
comparing things between our two sister
cities. When it comes to sports, Montreal
locals are just as passionate about Les
Canadiens, the local hockey team, as
Hiroshima locals are about Hiroshima Carp.
But when it comes to summer and beer, I
love the sheer variety of local and craft beers
(especially Belgian-style) that are prolific in
my hometown, and I believe this is one of
the things that I will miss the most here in
Hiroshima during the scorching summer
months to come.

With that, I hope all of you have a pleasant
summer, and take care not to succumb to
heat exhaustion!
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Hiroshima Prefecture’s Counseling Services
for Foreign Residents
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LIFE IN HIP:
Harmond Marte (Philippines)

My transition to Hiroshima can be described as a
blend of fear and adventure. I knew that uproot-
ing my life to a country where I have zero
language skill would be a big challenge. However,
all fears were replaced with excitement after
learning that members of the Global Relations
Program (GRP) in the Hiroshima International
Plaza (HIP) were around to keep me company.
HIP boasts an array of amenities that could help
ease out all hesitations about Japan. From the free
use of a bicycle to the access of the gym, life in
HIP does not run out of things to do. But
perhaps the most amazing kind of perk that
makes HIP a home away from home are its
people.

Life in HIP provided a sense of normalcy for
someone like me, who enjoys social gathering
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and learns through constant interaction. In my
experience, cultural exchange among GRP
members starts in the cooking room where I
often proudly share my Filipino dishes to other
members. In turn, I get to taste a little bit of
Vietnamese, Chinese, and Korean delicacies in
just an hour of cooking. In addition, I always get
to share how my day went as there would always
be a familiar face to greet you along the corridor.
Although people do come and go in HIP, it is
good to know that the new members continue to
be friendly and outgoing. Recently, GRP
members have been active in organizing barbecue
eat-outs, movie nights, and billiard events on the
weekend. These simple things break our daily
routine of just studying and adds a positive
impact on the life of a foreign student in Japan.
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