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. The International
. . Festival
L = Daniel Mackey

Just the other day, I assisted at the International Festival
held at International Conference Center Hiroshima on Nov.
19. The festival, which takes place both inside and outside
the building, showcases the activities of a large number of
international groups and organizations based within
Hiroshima Prefecture through various corners where they
introduce their activities and allow visitors to experience
foreign culture right at home. Many international students
also set up food booths outside to give people a taste of their
country. On top of this, there is always some type of main
attraction involving a well-known performer. This year it
was the Nigerian-born TV personality known as “Bobby
Ologun” (aka Bobby), who I remember seeing appear on
Japanese TV quite often during my student days in the
distant past but not so much nowadays because I don’t own

a TV! (Crazy, I know.)

Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to take in his show at the
festival because 1 was otherwise occupied with my own
duties, which mainly involved conversing with passersby at
the corner set up by my workplace, the Hiroshima Interna-
tional Center, which itself joins the festival each year to
inform visitors about its activities and encourage interaction
between locals and foreign residents. Some people simply

relish the opportunity to speak English, while others are

perfectly content to talk in Japanese about their overseas
experiences or other interests. The visitors to our corner are
often a very diverse lot, consisting of anything from middle
schoolers up to advanced seniors and a little bit of every-

thing in between.

Based on my experiences from this year and the last, I
remember chatting about everything under the sun, from
heavy topics such as wartime conditions and hard labor to
which country has the best Disney Land. But the topic that
usually resonates most with me is, of course, “which TV
shows are you watching?” Because, let’s face it, we live in
a golden age of TV right now. And thanks to the prolifera-
tion of high-quality and easily-accessible streaming
services, me not actually owning a TV is no excuse to miss
out on, for example, a certain popular show featuring a
strikingly blond dragon-riding queen. And if you must ask,
yes, I did indeed read the books first.

But I digress. The International Festival is not only a great
opportunity for me to speak to people from every walk of
life who I would otherwise never have met but, by being
able to speak freely and candidly on any topic, I feel like
this event really makes a positive contribution to the promo-
tion of mutual understanding on a grassroots level. Next
year, I plan to attend earlier so I can take in all the other
attractions and get some hands-on experience at corners that
offer interactive activities, including calligraphy and assort-
ed games. I highly recommend everyone to come check it

out if you haven’t already!
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Uddin Mohammed Rashel (Bangladesh)

I had little experiences of visiting and joining
different activities in Hiroshima International
Plaza (HIP) before moving here and I wish if I
could be a part of this beautiful community. My
desire comes true and now I am living in HIP
which is the most incredible experience of my
life.

First of all, the impressive staff members of HIP
welcomed me with a big smile and helped me to
settle down my life by introducing the facilities
by hand. Every staft here seems to my family
member who is taking care of me in every sphere
of my living. I met with a group of cordial friends
from different countries with whom I feel myself
very comfortable and it allow me to expand my

horizon.

BEERE =#8%£LTnET !

Moreover, the impressive living environment
make me confident and wide range of facilities
such as calm reading room, resourceful library,
well-organized gymnasium, equipped cooking
room make my life easy and enjoyable. I can go to
the reading room even at the midnight to accom-
plish my assignment with the facilities of internet
and printer. I can discuss freely during the
monthly meeting and get the updates.

Finally, I can avail wide range of sport facilities
here which permit me to invite my friends in the
weekend. It help my socialization process as well
as my physical health a lot. I intensely believe
that this is the most beautiful and disciplined

place to live in.
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