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A discussion: “What do you do to cope with heat stroke or other heat-related diseases?”.

A presentation entitled “Mexico: multicultural nation” will be given by Ms.Vania De La Vega Shiota
on October 30th, the fifth Sunday, at 1:00 PM in the Lounge. Before the speech, we will have a
Karaoke lesson featuring the song “Red River Valley”. Following the song, the above-mentioned
concern will be discussed briefly.
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A short discussion: New efficient technigue to produce induced pluripotent stem cells, or iPS cells.
A presentation entitled “Tourism in Albania” will be given by Mr. Enian Cela on November 20, the
third Sunday, at 1:00 PM in the Lounge. Before the speech, we will have a Karaoke lesson
featuring the song “The rose.” Following the song, the above-mentioned concern will be discussed
briefly.
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We will have the year-end pot-luck party on December 18", the third Sunday, at 12:00 noon here
in the Lounge. Please bring some food or drinks in the party. Let's enjoy eating, drinking,
chatting, and singing together.
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By Guillaume Lamothe

Hello, good day, and salutations everyone! What a month it
has been, and what a month it promises to be! As we head into
the cooler weeks of October, let me introduce myself: My name is
Guillaume Lamothe (pronounced Gi-ohm La-mutt—I know; it’s
French), and I am the new resident CIR (Coordinator of Inter-

national Relations) at tﬁe wonderful Hiroshima International

Centre (or Center, for all you Americans out there)!

Now; the topic of today’s column is, well, myself. I know,
dear readers, your interest in my experiences may be slim to
none, but I think it only fair, nay, essential, that I should speak
about them while I have the time. I will, after all, be putting

down some thoughts in these pages every three months or so for
the foreseeable future, and with a better understanding of who I
am (or, at least, who I think I am), it may be easier for you to
understand the various opinions that you may find sprinkled in
my future columns.

First things first: I was born in Canada, in the town of

Sudbury in Ontario, to be precise. I guess that makes me
Canadian, which is something my passport continues trying to convince me of every time I open it to look
inside. My mother, however, is not from Canada, but from Belgium, so I have always, as they say, had “one
foot on either side of the Atlantic”. This early sort of internationalism had a peculiar effect on me: in English-
speaking Nova Scotia, where I was raised, I became “the French kid”, since that was what I spoke at home
with my parents. Then, when I went to Belgium, at age eight, I became “the American kid”, since I was from
“across the pond”. Returning to Canada a year later, but this time to French-speaking Quebec, I became “the
English kid”; I spoke English better than any of my classmates. Living for a few months in Louisiana, I was
“the Canadian kid”. Finally, when I came to Japan on a high-school exchange, I became the “gaikokujin kid”.
In a strange way, I have never in my whole life really been accepted as actually coming from anywhere.
Wherever I was, I have always been from somewhere else.
This is not to say that I regret my lack of a real homeland. Far from it; for me, “home” is not a place; it is
merely where the people I love happen to be. This non-geographic way of thinking has helped me travel the
“world in considerable comfort, and though I have lived in Japan less g o s |
than three years, the country is so full of wonderful people that I b S

have already begun to consider it “home”. I am, of course, not
completely rudderless; I do hold a firm set of social values, such as
the belief in democracy, free speech, the separation of church and
state, etc, and also hold a deep-seated affection for Canada as
embodying many of these values. When pondering my place in the
world, however, I like to think of what the famous French
philosopher Montesquieu said: “I am a citizen of humanity first and
by necessity, and a citizen of France second, and only by accident.”
Here is hoping that, as an “accidental” Canadian, I can live up to
that idea.




Date Event Location
Oct
10 | Health and Sports Day Nat’l Holiday
15 | Kikka Chrysathemum Festival Itsukushima Shrine
(Miyajima)
Now.
3 | National Culture Day Nat’l Holiday
15 | Hot Coal Waiking Daishoin Temple
(Miyajima)
23 | Labour Thanksgiving Day Nat’l Holiday
Dec.
23 | Emperor’s Birthday Nat’l Holiday
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Editor’s notes:
Hurray! It’s October! Say goodbye to the

sweltering summer heat, hello to the
changing leaves, and trick or treat to
Halloween (if that’s your thing)! Myself,
I am already looking forward to this
Christmas, and especially the winter
holidays, where I will enjoy a little bit of
rest, and a lot of good food! If you have
any questions or comments about
anything, please feel free to e-mail me
at hicO5@hiroshima-ic.or.jp

See you all in the new year! - Guillaume
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HIROSHIMA INTERNATIONAL CENTER

T730-0037

be addressed to:
TEL : (082)541-3777 FAX : (082)243-2001

(English)
E-mail:hic@hiroshima-ic.or.jp

LEMPXPEI8-18 LEZYURZILTSHEMRE
Crystal Plaza 6F, 8-18 Nakamachi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima 730-0037, Japan
CHBR - CERBESERBLIBFELZEN

Any questions, suggestions, and criticism regarding HIC Tsushin can

URL (Japanese) http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/
http://hiroshima-ic.or.jp/hice
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