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A short discussion: “Enrollments at university in autumn rather than in spring”

A presentation entitled “My impression of moving from the South to the North in America” will be
22H given by Mr. Micah Shanks (graduated from Abilene University: major psychology) on April 22nd,
(E) the fourth Sunday, at 1:00 PM in the Lounge. Before the speech, we will have a Karaoke lesson

featuring the song “The Green Leaves of Summer.” Following the song, the above-mentioned
concern will be discussed briefly.

BF B 13:00~ % B vy EETAR3-14-18
i &5 r_.%chIEWH)QUILWJI: Wl TEL : 0848-37-3518
E-mail : matsuuras2000@ybb.ne.jp  URL : http://www.geocities.jp/matsuuras2000/
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Finally, Spring is coming! Hurray! In Canada, I would be smiling just to think of the end of freezing
months of —40°C snowstorms, but in Japan, I have beautiful cherry blossoms and their accompanying {£ 5,
to look forward to! Now, if only the weather could stay nice and not gradually boil over into Summer...

Anyways, “to our meat and potatoes” as we say; or “to the substance of this article.” In this edition I
would like to speak about a subject that, as an ex-assistant language teacher (ALT), is never far from my
mind: Japan’s mandatory English education and, more importantly, the problems it faces.

To begin with, there are a couple of truths regarding English in Japan that I think we can all agree on.
First: with globalization, learning English is slowly going from being an advantage, to being a necessity to
lead a comfortable upper-middle class life. Second: Japan’s average level of English is rather low, particularly
if we look at the amount of money spent on English compared to other places like, say, China. In general,
there is in agreement that Japan must continue making efforts to improve the English level of its students.
And this is why the question I want to ask you today may, at first, seem a little surprising.

Why is English education mandatory in Japan?

Bear with me here. You see, in this country, learning English remains a mandatory subject all the way
until university, no matter if the chosen major of a student is agriculture, or engineering. Now, I have no
doubt that this stems from good intentions. After all, the logic goes, the level of English of Japanese students
is low, so if we make more students study English, then more students will achieve a high level of English |
proficiency. Makes sense. right? |

Well, wrong. With Japan’s particular education system, it doesn’t work like that. You see, unlike many
countries, students here cannot be made to repeat a grade, even if they fail their course. With mandatory
English lessons for everyone, what this quickly leads to is a huge discrepancy between the language skills of |
different students, who are nevertheless forced to be in the same class. By the 3rd grade of junior high school,
students who cannot read the Roman alphabet are often being put in the same class as students who are
quite good at basic English conversation! Naturally, this massive difference in English ability makes it
almost impossible for teachers to make classes interesting for everyone, which in turn ends up hurting the

class atmosphere, and slows everybody down. In such circumstances, even the high-level students find it

|

|
hard to make progress. Forcing everyone to take the same English classes, regardless of level or interest, is \
obviously not working.

So, why is English education still mandatory in Japan?

Let’s be honest: though English is tremendously important for today (and tomorrow’s) world, it is still
unrealistic to think that 100%, or maybe even a majority, of high school graduates in Japan will need to
speak English to lead happy, productive lives. The system as it is is not helping students who will not use
English once they graduate and, what’s worst; it is actually hurting the students who do want to learn. What

we paradoxically end up with is more time and effort spent on English

education, to the detriment of other subjects, for less language progress! What am I supposed to do?
That's difficult.

There are many ways to fix this systematic problem. But I am not one

who can give answers. I am neither a citizen, nor even a permanent resident
of this country. I simply hope that this article may inspire a few of you,
Japanese readers, to begin re-thinking your assumptions about the best
ways to improve English education here in Japan. More English, is not
always better English.

So, why do you think English education is mandatory in Japan?




Locati’on

Date Event
April  15th Daishoin Hot Coal Festival Miyajima
-not for the faint of foot! -Daishoin Temple
28-29th 69th Onomichi Port Festival Onomichi City

-Shows, stalls, and sun!

29th Kure Port Festival Kure City
-Songs and a parade!
May 3rd-5th Hiroshima Flower Festival Peace Blvd.
-Since 1977!
19th-20th Fukuyama Rose Festival Fukuyama City

-The biggest event of the year in

Fukuyama!

June 1st-3rd Toukasan Yukata Festival
-Come enjoy a typical Japanese

summer activity in this Hiroshima

City Temple!

Hiroshima City

-Toukasan Temple

Editor’s notes:

Sun! Spring! Sakura! I'm off
to the park to watch some
cherry blossoms in... that’s
right, shorts! This is the time
of year we’re all really glad
we live in Japan, so take your
time and count your blessings
before the merciless onset of
summer! As always, if you
have any questions or
comments, please email me at

hicO5@hiroshima-ic.or.jp
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