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- Hello Hiroshimal!
Aya herel

Aya
(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

I did end up visiting the US this winter, but now I’'m
back. 7272 X! Hope the Hiroshima winter has been
treating you all kindly.

If you are curious about what I, a Japanese-American
did in California during the holidays, it’s your lucky
day! However, I do want to emphasize America’s
diverse cultural traditions; my holidays probably
looked very different from many other Americans!

I flew into San Francisco Airport the morning before
Christmas Day! My mom picked me up at the airport,
and it had been so long since we had seen each other,
it took a moment for her to recognize me! While we
laughed about it, that’s how you know it’s been too
long.

She gave me a huge hug, and before we had even
made it home, we found ourselves buying parking lot
tamales and gorging ourselves on nachos and pozole
at our favorite neighborhood Mexican restaurant.
That’s when it really hit me that I was back; I could
feel my whole body give a big exhale.

That
family at our house, and
had a really sweet and long
overdue reunion. We all

night we gathered

picked out a Christmas tree
together, and decorated it
with  ornaments passed
down through our families.
My personal favorites are
real seashell ornaments
from my grandmother; they
still faintly whisper of the
ocean if you hold them

against your ear.

Then we cooked a big dinner
as a family, and played

Christmas carols while drinking spiked eggnog. In honor
of my late grandfather, we made his favorite recipe of
mulled wine, and left a small glass of it for him at the
makeshift butsudan (small household shrine) in our
house. On it sits a framed portrait of him. He’s still a
small child in the photograph, but you can immediately
tell it’s him; he already had the same smile that I knew
and loved.

On Christmas morning we gathered on the big sofa in the
living room, calling relatives scattered all over the US
and Japan so that we could celebrate together, even
across an ocean. Grandparents and technology; endear-
ing chaos, commence!

For New Years, while many Americans (including
myself) usually spend it with friends, I chose to spend it
with family this year. I woke up bright and early with my
mom, packed a thermos of hot chocolate, and hiked up a
tall hill (or a short mountain if you’re feeling generous)
to see the first sunrise of 2022. There were a few other
pairs of people, and when the sun finally peaked over the
horizon, we all shouted “Happy New Year!” to one
another. It left me feeling invigorated, refreshed and
hopeful.

I hope that all of you had similarly lovely beginnings to
your 2022! Wishing you and yours good health and
happiness.
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HIC article: Techngong TANG (Cambodia)

Greeting! My name is Tenon and I am from Cambo-
dia. Currently, I am studying at Hiroshima University
in the department of Integrated Global Studies (IGS).
T'have visited Japan a few times before coming to study
at Hiroshima University. The reason that keeps
bringing me to Japan is Anime. It may sound funny, but
it is the reason that gives me the passion to keep
coming to Japan, and eventually study abroad in Japan.
What I found interesting about Japan when I first
came to Japan was FOOD! There are various types of
food in Japan; yet, the most interesting one for me was
the mixture of Western-style and Asian style. For
example, Omurice, Okonomiyaki, Hambagu but
served with rice and cooked vegetables. Additionally,
what surprised me was the aging population. In
Cambodia, I have not seen many elderly in public
areas. However, this was the opposite when I first
arrived in Japan because I saw mostly the elderly in
public facilities.

To begin with, I would like to introduce my life in
HIC and as a GRP member.

Presently, I live in Hiroshima International Plaza, a
non-profit organization; the building is located on a
hill, surrounded by beautiful nature, and has a great
view over the town. In addition, the Hiroshima
International Plaza provides a variety of facilities for
the residents such as: a study room, music room,
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library, cooking room, gymnasium, and other
necessary facilities. The people that work in the
Plaza are active, friendly, and helpful. I feel warmth,
convenience, and safety. When you live in the
International Plaza, you can meet international
students from numerous nations; also, HIC offers
opportunities to participate in the events with
Japanese people. These allow me to interact with
other international students and Japanese people by
sharing the culture, tradition, belief, knowledge, and
way of life.

Next, I would like to introduce my life in Japan as a
third-year student.

I study at Hiroshima University and my major is
Environment and Society. I think studying in this
field is quite challenging because I need technical
knowledge to collect data at the fieldwork and
conduct research successfully in the laboratory.
Nevertheless, it is intriguing for me at the same time
because I am interested in the field of science and
technology. Besides university life, I like to spend my
spare time improving myself by reading philosophy,
listening to audiobooks, and partaking in public
speaking, particularly, Toastmaster!

I think I am really lucky to come to Japan, study at
Hiroshima University, and live in Hiroshima
International Plaza.
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