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Hello Hiroshimal!
Aya here!
‘] Aya

(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

Let’s set the scene; it’s a tranquil Japanese summer
afternoon, you’re sitting on your porch with a plate of
freshly cut watermelon, a wind chime tinkling in the
distance...

Then BAM, a cockroach scuttles across your feet!!!

Some of you are seasoned Japanese summer experts, and
thus by necessity of survival, hardened cockroach veter-
ans. However, if this is your first rodeo, all I have to say
to you is, best of luck out there. Godspeed.

I’m aware I’m being melodramatic, but you must under-
stand that I grew up in the intensely dry/cockroach-free
Bay Area, California, and had no frame of reference for
what a cockroach looked like other than WALL-E until I
was in high school. Man, if only they looked that cute in
real life.

So for those of you who grew up seeing cockroaches, 1
commend you and say otsukaresama for your many years
of struggle. Despite this being my third summer since

moving to Japan, I am still reduced into a screeching
homicidal mess every time I see one in my building.

I by no means intend to advocate for violence against
cockroaches. I am against animal cruelty, including
towards bugs; I avoid stepping on ants and I like
spiders. I even once broke a camera rushing into a river
to save drowning lady bugs. However. My compassion
unfortunately has limits, and said limit happens to be
cockroaches.

My first encounter after moving here happened during my
second week. I was getting ready for work when I spotted
a cockroach the size of a small dog (I'm being very
dramatic, but just accept it). I screamed, shut myself into
my bathroom, gave myself a pep talk, and began a battle
for my life with hairspray and a slipper as my only
defense.

Results of said battle: the cockroach prevailed and I ran
away, showing up 10 minutes late to work sweaty and with
a crazed look in my eye (to the alarm of my new cowork-
ers). Cockroach 1, Aya 0.

Please take my experience as a cautionary tale and buy
cockroach repellent spray immediately. Run, don’t walk!!
Wishing you all a peaceful Japanese summer with minimal
cockroach encounters, and maximum kakigori.
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HIC article: Rao Muhammad Amir Akram& A (Pakistan)

Konichiwa (Hello)!

I am Rao Amir from Pakistan. I am a student at
Hiroshima University. Presently I am residing at
Hiroshima International Centre (HIC) as a
member of Global Relation Programme (GRP).
When I arrived in Saijo in 2020, Covid -19
pandemic was at its peak in all over the world.
People were maintaining social distancing and
there were a very few social activities. Therefore,
I choose HIC’s GRP programme which meets
my character as I love socializing with the people
of other nationalities for the purpose of cultural
exchange. It was one of the best opportunities
provided by Global Relations Programme under
the umbrella of HIC (Hiroshima International
Center) to enhance my social network.

I view networking as a two-way street: one can
cultivate important working relationships and
offer a benefit in return. The saying that no man
is an island best sums up the importance of

networking in today’s work sphere. Residing in

HIP under umbrella of HIC enabled me to
create and maintain contacts with the other
students of GRP as well residents of HIC and
ensured that I played a prominent role in
various extracurricular activities that helped to
spotlight the thriving student culture.

I found HIC the best place to live as a foreign-
er. The special facilities like Gymnasium,
library, restaurant, and shuttle bus facility are
some of it amazing features. My stay at HIC,
has made me realized that it’s my second home
which provides peace and calmness due to its
lovely environment.

Thus, at every stage of my career, from the
academic to the vocational, I have developed
long lasting relations with my contemporaries.
I am confident that my exposure to a commu-
nity as diverse and talented being a GRP
member will be instrumental in equipping me
with the necessary global skills and knowledge
to make a meaningful impact.
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