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Nguyen |
Khanh Quynh}
(FTY DAY T4Y)

QRN L ‘
OnEXS [}

Dental student at University
of Medicine and Pharmacy at
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
and  Hiroshima — University,
Japan under the program
International Dental Course.
To express my gratitude
towards the two institutions
for creating this program, |
joined  Hiroshima Study
Abroad Ambassador.

Eka

Lutfi Septiani S ]
(THWI4 £ 77472 e
TA7Z) Ei,"lxﬂ
CE

OV RRYF
OLBKR%

I'm keen on sharing my
experiences and telling
others about the positive
environment and  high
learning standards that we
have in Hiroshima. | want
to contribute to a chance
for solving a problem
which  relates to my
background knowledge.

OUCH

Sreypouv
(YYF AUAISD)

OAVRIT

OLBAE o~
Exploring new perspectives
and dealing with challeng-
es either in Academic or
community captured my
interest. | am thinking of the
collaboration  of diverse
members of the HSAA family
working together on the
project of helping communi-
ty issues as the means of

Pothmitiyage Dona
Shashika Jeevanie
(RIZFA5 R—F
YoYh Y-0z)
ORUSVH

OLEXZ

As an International Student
Ambassador, | intend to
disseminate information
regarding matters about
student life in Higashihi-
roshima to current interna-
tional students and potential
international students.

need from the community.
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Jason
Dumaguing Braga
YAV FavFY
75
@7VEY
oLEXRF
As 2 Hiroshima Study‘
Abroad Ambassador.
want to raise awareqesz
and interest in vvlhat 1.t \a
like to study in leoshlme
and inspire prospectwln
students O engage .le
diverse and  inclusiv
learning experiences-
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Hello Hiroshimal!
Aya here!

Aya
(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

I hope you all are doing well. By the time you are reading
this, the weather will already be nice and cool, and the
chestnut-flavored everything will be hitting the shelves.
WO,

This time, I would like to gush about my little sister,
Amu-chan. She is eight years old, half-Japanese, grow-
ing up in the US, and can’t speak any Japanese, just like
me when [ was her age. Despite (or maybe due to) the age
difference, we are incredibly close.

To my absolute delight, with Japan’s border restrictions
slowly loosening, she was finally able to visit Japan this
summer, for the first time in 4 years.

First we spent time with our grandparents in Kanaga-
wa-ken. We ate my baachan’s amazing home-cooking,
tried on a beautiful yukata handmade for us by our
baachan, and drove down to a seaside onsen hotel in
Atami. Next we went to Universal Studios, where she
rode her first rollercoaster ever, and proudly told every-
one around us that she was a Hufflepuff. Last but not
least we came to Hiroshima, where she got to go to eat
her first ever kakigori (it blew her mind; refer to the
photo), get an omikuji, take purikura and all other kinds
of Japanese firsts.

Watching her absorb everything with such wonder during
the trip made me feel like I was watching my younger self
during my childhood trips to Japan. I still remember my
deep feeling of connection, nostalgia, and love for Japan,
which would flood over me every visit. Those trips
allowed me to bond with my dad’s family and Japanese
heritage, and became highly formative experiences for me.
I’'m convinced without them, I wouldn’t have learned
Japanese or be here living and working in Japan today.
While I don’t want to pressure my little sister to take the
same path that I did, it was such a pleasure to see her
enjoying this trip. No matter whether she ultimately
chooses to learn Japanese or live in Japan, I hope these
experiences give her a deep feeling of connection and
identity, and become precious memories for her, like my
childhood trips to Japan are for me.
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The Global Relations Program (GRP) has
greatly improved my student life over the past
year. I have found countless friends, acquain-
tances, and created many memories. If you are
looking for a fun and comfortable way to be a
student, the Global Relations Program is the
best way to achieve that in Hiroshima.

For one year I have been a member of GRP as a
trainee living in Hiroshima International Plaza.
I applied to GRP, so I could volunteer for
different international events and create new
friendships. By one month, I had happily
achieved both of those goals. I achieved them
though volunteering as a GRP trainee at English
summer camps for kids, international exchanges
with high school students, visiting a local
elementary school, and others.

Beyond volunteering, the facilities at Hiroshima

the best of friends with other GRP trainees. I
made friends by cooking together, playing
sports in the gymnasium, and even going on
local trips together. Perhaps my strongest
memory was made on a February day. In the
morning, we started walking in the snowfall at
the local park. During the afternoon, we

returned to bake a cake at the shared kitchen.

Finally, we celebrated a birthday in the evening.

Of course, joining an international community
and volunteering for events is difficult. Howev-
er, the art of having an open mind and being an
open person are invaluable to learn. As a GRP
trainee, your student life will be wonderful, and
you can learn both of those things.

Sadly, my time as a GRP trainee has come to
close, and I wish everyone the best of luck.

Thank you for the amazing memories.
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