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Life of a CIR

Aya
(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

g

For those of you who don’t know, I was hired through the
JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Programme 3 and a
half years ago, and have been working as a Coordinator
for International Relations (CIR) at the Hiroshima Prefec-
tural Government ever since. As I approach the end of my
fourth year (wow, time flies), I thought I would share with
you all a little bit about my job.

While all CIR placements are different, according to the
JET website, the CIR position consists of “...assisting
local government offices in international exchange activi-
ties at the local level...[and] major duties often include
translation/interpretation for government officials, teach-
ing community or school English classes, and internation-
al exchange event planning and implementation.”

This sheer diversity of the work is one of my favorite parts
of being a CIR.

One day I'll be wearing a Santa hat, singing and dancing

to Jingle Bells with adorable elementary school students, as
I teach them about the American holiday season. The next
I’1l be translating the Governor’s speech for an upcoming
government official reception dinner. A week after that 11
be MCing a livestream tour of Miyajima’s Daishoin
Temple (pictured). You never know what new and
unexpected experiences the next month will bring, and
what you’ll learn from them!

This job has also been an incredible opportunity to meet
kind and inspiring people from all different backgrounds. I
have been honored to meet A-bomb survivors who have
dedicated their lives to sharing their testimonies, hardwork-
ing and generous international students from all over the
world, inspiring foreign diplomats and government
officials, and open-minded Hiroshima people interested in
foreign languages and cultures.

I can only speak for my own placement and personal
experiences, but if you have high Japanese proficiency and
are interested in a diverse, stimulating job, I recommend
applying to be a CIR. It has given me many unique and
exciting opportunities, and has challenged me to grow in
both a professional and personal sense. If I were to go back
in time, I would still choose this job without hesitation.
However, whatever path you are on, I wish you the best of
luck. If our paths have crossed before, thank you, and if
not, I hope they will soon! Have a fabulous spring 2023.
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HIC article: Flores Henriquez Constanzacth (FU)

Hello there! This is Constanza from Chile, a
graduate student at Hiroshima University.

I made the decision to relocate to Hiroshima
International Plaza (HIP) in 2021 after
spending six months living in my own
residence in Taguchi. The positive feedback
I got from friends who already lived there
was one of the factors in my selection. The
surroundings are stunning, especially during
the Sakura season, and the facilities are
excellent (gym, restaurant, library, tennis
court). At that time, my friends and I would
go to the gym inside the HIP to play
badminton, tennis on the tennis court, and
table tennis. My favourite sport is tennis, so
the thought of having a court to play on was
really alluring. They have a music room
where you can play instruments, including
an electronic piano, and I also enjoy playing
the piano there! The amenities were
excellent, but I had other things in mind.
Making new acquaintances and maintaining
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the active social life I was accustomed to in
my country was very difficult for me to
adjust to while living in Sajjo. The
pandemic at the time did not help either. I
started to feel quite alone and isolated. One
of my best choices during my time in
Japan, has been to move here and join the
Global Relation Program (GRP). I would
strongly advise anyone interested in living
in a multicultural setting to give this
program some thought. It is a very
wonderful area where you may take advan-
tage of the amenities, meet new people,
and participate in GRP activities to get to
know more people while also learning
more about Japanese culture and the
cultures of other international students and
trainees. Living here is absolutely recom-
mended; it's a lovely area, and the GRP
program is fantastic =)! Without a doubt, I
will treasure these memories in my heart!
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