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The Hiroshima International Center issues HiCIS members cards which give free or discount-

ed entry to cultural facilities in Hiroshima. This card is to help deepen your understanding of
Japanese and Hiroshima culture and art.

.7J— F\ﬁﬁ [\/\embership 02 BTy LR E T T T PN
- CERADILiEER GEITEE - Y88 - KIRE - Mt - BEEE) OAZEN. ERH ULLIBES IBETHRATEEX Y.
- Enter cultural facilities in Hiroshima (art galleries, museums, aquariums or shrines) for free or at a discount.

- CERBZREFREIECLYI—DARY MERD, X—ILYAYVTEREESNE T,

- Receive an email newsletter with info on HiCIS events.

.$ﬂij’§% E[|g|b[e app[icants .......................................................................................................................................................
- LEROAXZPEEEMER. HEABERZFICESBZE ( [BZ] EYD7)

- International students from universities, technical colleges or Japanese language schools etc. in Hiroshima (Those who have
“Student” Visa)
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# . Hello Hiroshima,
.-l Edward here!

= Edward

(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

I hope everyone had a great new year! I hope all your
wishes come true! Did everyone make a new year’s
resolution? My resolution is to further improve my
translation and interpretation skills.

It looks like winter is finally over. Although it was
quite cold this year, as my heating bill can attest to,
we did not get much snow this year. Being from
California, I rarely get the chance to see snow, so
seeing snowfall in the city for the first time was quite
exciting for me. In fact, I was lucky enough to inter-
pret for Hiroshima University international students
during a Snow Experience event in Kitahiroshima
town. Not only did we get to play in the snow, but we
also enjoyed several Japanese cultural events,
including Kendama, origami, calligraphy, and an
impressive performance from Kake High School,
Geihoku Branch School of Yamata no Orochi, which
is a Japanese traditional folktale about a deity named
Susanoo defeating a monster named Orochi in order

to marry a princess.

Apart from Japanese culture, the Snow Experience
event also showed the richness of some of the Hiro-
shima University international students’ native
cultures, including Vietnam, Indonesia, and Cambo-
dia, in the form of song and dance. Everyone

performed wonderfully. Interpreting events are one

of my favorite parts of this job, as not only do I get to
practice my interpretation skills, but I also get to
enjoy several interesting cultural experiences.

On a different note, as you can see in the photo, I went
to Miyajima! I went in the end of February because
the sun was finally out after such a long time. The
weather was perfect, not too hot and not too cold.
Also, Itsukushima Shrine was magnificent, especially
the red torii contrasting against the blue sky. I also
tried some of their famous oysters, and highly recom-
mend them! It was a wonderful experience, and it is
easy to see why Miyajima is such a popular tourist
destination.

I am glad the weather is warming up again and enjoy-
ing the cherry blossom season. It is my first time
seeing cherry blossoms in Japan, and I am very much
enjoying it. What I admire about Japan is how differ-
ent the seasons seem, each with something special to

enjoy.
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“All our sweetest hours fly fast” very bad; but the
pleasant is “the sweetest memories last forever”!
As I look back on my almost two and a half year
academic journey in dreamy Japan, it becomes clear
how quickly my wonderful moments passed. But I
can say with full confidence that the sweetest
memories of this era will stay with me forever.
Yes, the journey of an ordinary citizen in one of the
poorest and most war-torn countries in the world
(Afghanistan), which begins with increasing
motivation and strong will on late October,2021 to
the destination; one of the most advanced countries

¥ =

in the world (Japan).

Following a six month research program, I began
my master’s degree studies with the PEACE
scholarship from JICA, at Hiroshima University's
Advanced Science and Engineering Program.
Furthermore, in this journey I attended internships
in Suntech Company, Kagawa and Takeuchi
Construction Company, Tokyo. I have also one
publication as coauthor, one of my scientific paper
which I am the author is under review and my third
paper is under writing process. One of my research
papers has been already presented in Singapore
AOGS2023 and my two other abstracts are accept-
ed for 1. NERPS Conference in Hiroshima March
9,2024. And 2. AOGS2024 July in Korea.

v
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During this period, in addition to my main achieve-
ment in my academic field, I was able to gain many
experiences in other dimensions of life and have
happy moments in a completely different environ-
ment. Traveling to many prefectures such as Tokyo,
Osaka, Kobe, Kagawa, Fukuoka, and visiting many
interesting places like Universal Studios Japan, New
Reoma World, Miyajima, etc. More importantly, it
was very pleasant and great for me to get to know the
rich culture and ethics of the kind people of Japan.
Moreover, being a member of Global Relation
Program (GRP) makes life more beautiful in
terms of comfort, mental peace and cross-border
human communications in Japan. From provid-
ing accommodation in one of the most equipped
residential areas like as Hiroshima International
Plaza (HIP) to organizing several intercultural
events that provide opportunities for learning and
enjoyment are the advantages of GRP member-
ship. I sincerely appreciate and thank for all the
attention and love that GRP have given me. I
will absolutely miss the Volleyball yard, table tennis
very nice restaurant in HIP.
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, Library, Music room, Gyms and the

Once again, seizing the opportunity, I owe all the achievements of this study journey to the
honorable people of Japan, JICA, Hiroshima University and GRP; that I sincerely thank all

those involved who have cooperated with me.
My always best wishes for Japan!
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