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HSAA allowed me to learn more about
Hiroshima and socialise with locals
outside my university. | enjoyed my
time and participated in many activities
from volunteering to disaster prepared-
ness. | would not have had these great
experiences otherwise.
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Hello Hiroshima,
Edward here!

Edward

(Hiroshima Prefectural Coordinator
for International Relations)

Looks like the new year is upon us! I hope everyone
enjoyed the new year’s festivities. What sort of plans
does everyone have for this year?

This year is quite special for Japan. In Hiroshima, it
will be the 80th memorial of the atomic bombing. I
expect many events will be held in commemoration
of such a historic time. In Osaka, the world expo is
being held. Osaka prefecture was also the host of
the first world expo held in Japan in 1970, though at
that time it was held in the city of Suita. The 1970
expo had a theme of Progress and Harmony for
Mankind, whereas this expo has a theme of
“Designing Future Society for Our Lives.” Befitting
such a theme, the expo has a Future Society Show-
case, which contains exhibits that are future-orient-
ed, such as showcasing innovative modes of trans-
portation, virtual reality, and digitally enhanced
services such as Al-powered information guidance
apps and automatic translation systems.

This expo contains new technologies, innovations, and
ideas never seen before, and people from around the
world gather to exchange ideas on building a future
society for the creation of new ideas that realize a
future society that offers a bright future for all.

Apart from Japan, the expo will also provide a
platform for 150 countries and 25 international
organizations and several other entities to share their
vision for achieving Sustainable Development Goals
and the future.

I am quite excited to visit the world expo. Given how
often Al is mentioned in the news, it will be exciting
to see it in action. Likewise, I am looking forward to
trying the VR exhibits. I wonder how much of what
we see at the expo will become commonplace given
some time. Technologies that we view as common-
place nowadays such as the telephone, television,
and X-ray machines made their debut at a world
expo. I am sure at the time those technologies were
seen as futuristic just as we view Al and VR now. It
will be interesting to see the day technologies such
as Al and VR are no longer considered futuristic.
The expo will be from April to October, which
means there will be plenty of time to visit. Hope to
see you there!
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HIC article: Hoang
Living at the Hiroshima International Plaza
(=HIP) as a GRP member has been an
incredibly fulfilling experience, providing
countless opportunities for personal growth.
One of the greatest aspects of my stay here
has been the chance to improve my English.
Surrounded by people from all over the
world, I've had constant practice in commu-
nicating in English. The international
environment has pushed me to become more
confident in my language skills while also
making me more aware of various accents
and expressions. This has broadened my
understanding of the language and its
nuances.

Another rewarding aspect of my time here
has been the wide range of programs offered.
I've had the chance to participate in numer-
ous activities that encouraged me to interact
not only with Japanese students but also
with local residents. These programs have
been a fantastic way to meet new people and
learn more about Japanese culture, helping
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me to integrate and feel more connected to
the community.

The support from the staff at HIP has also
been exceptional. From the very begin-
ning, they have been incredibly responsive
and eager to assist with any questions or
issues that arose. I truly appreciate their
unwavering support, and I honestly don’t
know how to express my gratitude enough.
Looking back, my time here has been an
invaluable chapter in my life. Not only
have I improved my English, made lasting
friendships, and experienced life in a global
community, but I have also gained a deeper
understanding of the world. The continu-
ous support from the staff, the opportuni-
ties to engage with people from different
cultures, and the chance to grow both
personally and academically have made my
stay at the Hiroshima International Plaza
an unforgettable experience. I'm thankful
for everything I've learned and the connec-
tions I've made during my stay here.
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